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take is dery "juſt, 
eu: wiſh: I bad" as much 
' your judgment 
in the - chaiſe M Director. I. 
is nothing of greater moment than 
the work of 4 Preacher; and t/ 
a performance is proportions hy 
diff a { yet there is ſcarce 
any thing on which Men run more 
raſbly, and more enfily perſuade: + 
themſelves t 
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E's. % ESSAY. 4 
un e only the Perſons, who 
ate deſigns for that Ofice, in their 
. young and unripe Tears, but even 
Ihe dul gar of all ſorts, undertake to 
5 hf Tadges Bere: by reaſon of which 
©  - immodeſly, the former ſo oft miſcarry 
wen they rey themſelves tothe 
. Work, and the. latter Joſe much 
tdi benefit of Ser mens. inthe vanity 
5 of their ignorant-and bold cenſures. 


1 this I perteive by your Letter you 


 hawajuſt Senſe, and 7 8 p 


. ow ſatisfaction, Tha 


' arly, and plainly in the following 
Papers. I deſign d noelaborate Dif 
 Comnſe;nor C ka; ons out of Books: ; 5 
4 give you. _ dale of my pri. 


e 


gether my thoughts, and obſerpati- 
ons, which I have ſet down famili· 


[ £ Wt. , 1hnow,. have minen on the 
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7 
2 
, 
'E 
4 
A. . 
of 
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ſubject (tho' not ſo many as. 3 


mal think ſbould on an Argumtanit © 6 
of ſuch importance) But I purpoſely 
kept myſelf from reading any other 
that I might freely, without bias, 3 
give jou mine own. anprehenſi ons: 
which, as I interpret, was your deſire re 
to me. Since the Papers weremritien - * 
and tranſcribed, Thave looked over 
two or three of the chief of thoſe Dif- 
courſes;. and am exceedingly incou- 
raged by finding, that my concepti. 
ont, as to the main, are not only con- 
fitent, but very agrecable with - 


theirs. I could have exemplified all 


the. mags 0% bad Tating I. have + 


e * 8 N 
. , ; + 1 4 X , : 1 
2 
concerning x Preact ing. - ? "I 
3 
* 


bare yet been a pplauded | for theer = 


follies; but I deſign not to reflect 


upon Perſons ;, tis ſufficient: that I 1 | 1 
a; the Errors f ractice. nr Il 


A 4 The 


9 grown — a We 
lde and become matter of 


4 _ -eyery ones «obſervation : But 
i among -all- the ſul DICCTS 
. ous be there is ſcareg 2 


greater diverſity, than in the 
1% Er Men make of Preach- 
YH of which, beſides the v 
N l > roy of Phancics, and the ſe- 
| veral degrees of underſtanding, 
this is a principal cauſe, ,-viz. 
'Thar Men judge of Sermons by 
_ vary different meaſures, and every 
one expects that the- Preacher 
ould conform to his particu. 
lar Rule of judging Some 
N * them to 2 phlice, 


concerning Biaching. 5. 
2 al ena Diſcourſes, to * 4 
_—_ e the Audience: 

10 tha tha at iſ he words be not cho- 
ſen, N periods even, and 
the matter witty, and ber 
the Sermon is condemn d for a 
t flat, and dull Homily; and 
-- E which is harder yet, if it — not 
chance to hit on that ſort of wit, 
and cloquence, with which the 
. Hauri is taken; it ſhall under- 

go the Cenſure, though ãt be, in 
a e Way, very eloquent, —_— 
and ingenious. But then, Stiles 
and fine ſayings, are of little 905 1 

count with another ſort f 
Judges; They ſtill expect to be 9 

taught ſome new thing that they = 

never heard before; They 18 
for notions, and learned obſer — 23 
ya ns: 3 where theſe ars 

wo. A > wanting, 


6 


| "vile every — eſe; 18 . 
| andunreliſhng: A third would 
have Quotations, and Sentences 
out of Fathers and Philoſo- 
phers; ſo that the Sermon is no- 
ding worth in their judgment, 
t that is not filld with Names of 
Authors, and abundance. of 
Greek and Latin: Others again 
ate by no means for the Citati- 
ons of theſe kinds, but delight. in 
numerous Texts of Scripture 
(Chapter, and Verſe) quoted 
Hl —— Og and | fluently, e 
every occaſion, or witl ur any, 
E n ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon: Sach 
2 Preacher proves all he faith, 
(though there be not one word 
| -alledgd to purpolc ). He: ſhall 
have their Company, and is the 
Gy" Man that deſerves the Ho- 
: | Halit 


Sermon were an exerciſe. to be 


concerning Preaching. 2 
nour of their applauſes: Some. _ - 


1 A'S 4 24 | AIST * 3 
are for the taking Phraſes, and 


paſſionate out cries; for loud 
neſs and yehemence, for action 
and imitarion, and this, "Ml ; 
them, is powerful Preaching, and, 
theſe, the pretious Men: lere. 
as Others will ſcarce allow of 
any thing chat pretends to more 
a paſfon; The Preacher muſt 
ſpeak in one key, and tenour f 
voice, and ſtand as unmove- 


able as a Statue: He muſt ſpeak 


as if he ſaid a. Leſſon, and his 
repeated before. his Maſters. 1 
- 4; ST TESTS . — 5 af 45 a 4 a+ v "8 
could recite many more inſtan- 

6 £7 44 4 2 5 %. 5.4 „„ #5. tho - . 
ces of the different .meaſures b7 
which Men judge in , this. mit- 


ter; But theſe arc chough, for 


my preſent purpoſee. 
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is ESSAY. 

1900 while the Rule of 
. ging are ſo numerous, and 
fo oppoſite, the opinions of Ser- 
mons muſt needs be equally 


* 1 and there 5 be 
3 6 8 85 hut in chis diwerſity, if 
4 Men would be modeſt in cheir 
| | Lerner; if they would not 
deſlpiſe, And "wilifi” nor only the 
. 133 whoſe fe do not 
ke, but cven che Do&trines, 
1 5 and Rules of Life that are not 


_ deliverd after their peculiar 
_ fathion: But ſince Able are too 
© commonly the effects of it, this 
Variety is 4 great unhappineſs, 


an occafio on of man feparati- 
of, ar a great hindr: | 


the DET HH, 
e that it would be al Fe. 
2 oeith, 


concerning 1 g. 5 
licity, not only to the Clergy; - Wn 
but even to the People, that are 'Y 
to be inſtructed by them; were 
Men brought to judge by Se, 
and the right meaſure: For 
then the Packers would not- 
have the temptation of com- 
plying with the phancies of their 
hearers; Nor theſe the occaſt- = 
on of quarrelling their Teach- 
ers, and vilifying their Doctrine, 
becauſe it is not dreſs'd up ac- | 
cording to their capricious hu- 
mors, and uncertain imagina- 
tions. 2 WF 
$ "Now he Rule whereby 890 I 
People are to judge, ought alſo * | 
to be the meaſure by Fitch the 
Divine ſhould Preach; and the 
meaſure no doubt ought” to be 
5 taken — tie End: This ne 
bs bo. = 


/ wy . 


but ask themſelves the 
qmeſtion, bat i ht the End of 0 
2} e it ICY cafily Pers IN 
y and extravagance Q many 
cir, meaſu re. 
Preaching mut 
dg d to be the In- 
f the hearers in Faith 
ah; order to the 
| their pre: 
appineſs; 2 
Rule 


fruction 0 


ſe ends 


8 1 


ing Wh en re Py no 


8 Preaching. - 1 
ſo Elaborate, Witty; E * . 
or Learned, it is not reaching: 
It may have its proper commen 
dation as: 2 Speech. but ought 2 
not to be reckon das 890d Sem 
7 mon. 2 1 ut tan zn * 55 1 
1 ing thus briefly ſerdledithe 2 
x general meaſure, I ſhall. give 
vou the main Ryles of N — 
ing; and then point out the moſt 
notorious faults of Sermons, that 
are tranſgreſſions of them: 1 }J 
ſball de rribe alſo what I take to 
be the fit and decent circum- 
ſtances: and by what. induſtries 7 
| the faculty may be obtain d. 
1 wal Sands. the Rules of _ * [ 
Preaching... under theſe foun 
Heads. It aught to b e Plain, 
Pꝛactical, e ee ane, 
nate. 12 >; ES Lp ud 4 
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Lainneſs 1s a Character 


nine oppolition, Firſt tohard 
meu. 3 to deep and 5 . 
98 notions. Third] y, o affect. 
ell Rhetorications, and . 
1 1o'PhAltftical Phraſes. - * 159 I 
| 1 . The Preacher ſhould uſe 
plain wordb: ſo the end, Euiſica- 
ion, requires. He that affects 
hard Ones, ſpeaks in an un- 
_ known tongue, and is 4 Barba. 
3 rien his Auditors they hear 
| - ſound, but are not cdified: 
all sche vanities of Speech; 
13 N none more contempti- 
1 = blethan hs: :ahd-nong! is more 
= ng the Wiſe; not 


S . Fein, fro. en _ A a oor 


bas. 


ee 7 LANS 5 FP mms 


Z d in Preachingae ray. 
matters of en iſcourſe and 
| ente . 5 ordinary 


| concerning « Preaching * 


10 1 * — 4 T 
ſophical . but in M N 
cer apart to inſtruct the Pebple 
„in. things of ſpiritua mal, and eternal 
J Concernment, tis not to be 
indured. If you here ask me, 
IIibat Imean by hard words? 1 will 
; preſume that you cannot think 
II intend to condemn all that are 
i Rac 'd from the Gree , Latin, 
+ or other more modern Langua+ 
ges: No, the En gliſh is a mixt 
Jpcech, made up of divers 
I Tongues, and we cannot ſpeak 
without uſing forreign words: 
; So: that thoſe e talk of pare _ 
| Engliſh, if they mean unmixt, by 
| * "on: Gi Chimera's: our 
- | F Language 


RE, f : * 


N Ne in al fron bee r 
inlarging by the Introduc N 
1 | borrow'd Words which when 
chey are once brought into com- 
Fr mon uſe, they may he ſpokrn 
3 ö "wh hout- blame of affectation 
yea chere is ſometimes Vanity, 
aud Affectation in -ayoiding 
I them: Tou know à gteat in- 
4 ſtance of this in a late Writer, 
who to ſhun the Latiniſms of 
FF... 7inmenſity, eternity, penetrability, 
F '' = uſeth theſe, all-placeneſs, all. 
 timeneſs, thorow-fareneſs, and a- 
bundance ſuch like» This En- 
Sub i is far more unintelligible; 
than that Latin, which cuſtom 
olf S eech hath made eaſie, and 
iff 3 _ fanvliar iar. I therefore — not 
14 3 all forreign Words, provided 
* on]π⁰ꝭẽỹ — made them 
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of el nor ende Mes 
8 Wh expreſs; what we. — 
a7 but 0 „att feet, oudandiſh 
'ords. that have not yet re? 4 
eiy d che publick ſtamp. and 
ſpecially. to do it, when che 
angry Engliſh. will. repreſent | = 
he thing as well; Theſe are 
the hard Ea I condemn, and 


n. 
r, 


of chis is a vanity I think extream 


4 
72 


ly reprehenſible in a, Preacher. 
Belides which, I note by. way 
of further limitation, and for 
more clearneſs, that Iblamenor 
es dall 'wardsthat : 1297 underſtood 
by.,.th he me iy ulgar.: .-cxery 
Art, every tofeſſion 2: cer 
Su ject... Bath proper terms, 
A0 are of- hard, a 
thoſe hat, ur 


d. to. t 


* 1 
# 2 
„ 


Dein e 0s 
caſions of we en and 
„ taken from the 
and nature of 


in the 


— 


alt of he Soul, 4554 3 eg ec 
Lie, about Enthuſia) n, a | 


nd divers main In 
85 Reg ge :qhiae? "arc Wa 
1a ent 2 o be ſpoken 8 


5, eſſ Fey among e 


ers .of more advanced un- Wal 


voannot be treated le 
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4 
1 ad: frequenely ul 
bjects, twere humour and 
Wormge⸗ by 1 


* 
— * Lats 
__—_ -- oO — * . * 


among comman > 
Arers : 8 are ſtrong 
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2 Bs 2 2 to an vulgar Ar, 1 by i 


FE "I by che wiſe" T they are now 80 
|. _nerally-deſpiſe 2 ſuppo 


I ned not caution you, in mot 
= words, againft- this antiquate 
. except in ſomè rt 


| mote, and dart vorners,”* 
2 dmi 


Ah — 
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| ſerve t to confirm r ill ly 
0 edoubtad:imihy 5 bu 


AIC vulgar matters} 
dinary hearers, is affected folly; © 4 
hat ſignifieth nothing, T os — 
vcakneſs, and vanity of him that | 1 
lach i 1600: 2 OE} 1 10 Hou £4 * vl 
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2. Preaching ſhould be — EO 
u oppofition to deep and 22 
erious norions : We ſhould not 

L { Fu its with) Hy- 5 = ; 
- ſpeculative Thee 
BY. The gencrality are not cl. 
able ob much Theory thoſeare 

laters fit for the Sch ols n 


of the tranſgreffion 206 
Rule my ſterious, notionab | 
reaching) harh urge 


ON 


— 


— 
a — — 1 
ee 


reren N 


4e nem 1 proud, 
and troubleſome; 
to their Governours — con 


+ . 0 e- 


2 F 
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= proto Preaching. - 2 23 
accounted eloquent And when 
they were praiſcd, they had 
their reward but our ends are 
tar greater; and nobler, and ſo 
we ſhould ſ Pea. nat as pleaſing 
Men, but God: with that ſeri- 
ouſneſs and gravy as becomes 
thoſe that de 


preſent, and future well-being : 


For which purpoſes a; manly un- = 
affectedneſs, and — of . 


proper There 
of Ele oquence 


Speech is, moſt 
s a baſtard kin 
that is crept into the "Pol pit, 


which, conſiſts in affectations 
founſh- | 


of wit and finery, 
cs, metaphors, and caden- 


cies: This may be pardon d to = 
y oung Men, in eit firſt * = 
| _ 7 2 


ign to perſuade Men, Wh 1 | 
in the matters that relate to the 
glory of God, and their n 


8 — 1 ls no means 
do be uſed 5 an exerciſed and 
© conſtant Preacher: for the meer 

common ſort heed not thoſe 

chin 88, and che wit depiſe 

x E ſo that all the praiſe that 
"Wh Y is aim d at is loſt, except it be 
Wt - among ſome phantaſtical, and 
dale Hearers ; and on 

. rhoſe, they have uſually no o: 

ther her effect but that they enter 

rain and tickle their phancies 
ir the preſent, without ma- 
king any impreſſion. upon their 
minds, or affections: And this is 

a very low End 10 a Niniſter þ 

of God; who is to beſeech men in 

Chriſt's: i head. If we would ac- 

quit our ſelves. as ſurh we muſt 

not debaſe our great, and im- 
portanc meſſage by. thoſe; yani- 
ties 


( 


concerning Pꝛlaching. 25 
ies of conccited ſ a woo 
for ever the beſt Eloquence, 
ind tis the moſt rei ble: ſo 
hat our ſtudy ſhould be to re- 
reſept what we have to deliver 
n proper and caſte Expreflions; 
eglecting and deſpiſing al! 
— of ſet, and affected 1 
peaking. - 
4. Plainneſs of preaching im- 
lies alſo the avoiding of phan- 
aſtical Phraſes. There are ſome 
hat. place the power, and 
AIricualicy - of - Preaching in 
heſe ; and reckon that * . 
; ſomet hing of extraordinary 
race, and forec in them: Sc =. 
hat if a Man repreſents the 
ruths of the Goſ pel in ſimplicitxʒ 
nd plainneſs, * ball go for 
ull morality ; but the fame 


KEE * „ 


— 


= 3. An ESSAY. = 
- things * off by conceited ii 
1 Kaglenble Phraſes ſhall bei 
moſt rare, and ſpiritual Divi 
- nity. » Thus if you teach Men 
to believe Chriff's Doctrines, - rac 
obey his Laws, to truſt to higſ 
promiſes, and to conform 10 
bis Example; theſe ſhall 
counted dull, dry, and bed 
fying things, that no ways at 
F fect, or move: Bur if you tell 
the People that they muſt ro] 
upon Chrift, cloſe with | Chrif 
WM get into Chrift, get a ſaving In 
ec rereſtin che Lord Chi,: O thi 
8 fayoury, this is precious, thi 
is ſpiritual teaching indeed 
= oe if any thing more b 
meant by thoſe Phraſes, tha 
iat 5 other plain ele on 
= 2 8 it is. 1 rs 
e non 


concerning Pꝛeathing. 7 
would be a taking popular Prea- 
her, here is your way: But 
Wt you would ( as I hope ou 
and fooliſh, affectations. For 
dy the uſe, and delight in ſuch, © Bl 
ignorant People are blown up | 
into an apprehenſion of their 
extraordinary knowledge, and 
acquaintedneſs with the Myſte- . = 
ries of the Goſpel, when as i- 
deed they know nothing; and * Y 
hen they hear ſuch Phraſes, z 
ound, but have no. meaning or 
nowledge of any thing con- 
vey d by them, and though this | 
pe vulgarly accounted plain . Y 
reaching; yet in truth it i- 


e 


the moſt difficule; 8 for the 
_ moſt part neither Teachers, nor 
 Hearers underſtand it. 

Thus J have deſcribed to youli 
"i firſt Rule, and Character o 
brach it ſhould be Plain, 


by - EAN: be- Panctical 

The main buſineſs of Re- 
5 a good and holy Life; 
Gone our main deſign ſhould be 
mote that; This is to be 
ar d by Pious Dodtrines, 
Practicable Directions, A nd Tarvin bl 
Norden i 
1. Doctrines and practice arc 
not oppoſite but ſubordinate 
Action requires ſome know: 
| Jedge; the Soul without; it is not 
good. The foundation for good 


lite muſt be laid i in thoſe Prin- 
— | ciples 


concerning Pitaching 2 
ciples, that promote, direct ans 
incourage it, which tlie People 


mult be frequently and plainly 
taught: The Doctrines that are 
ſpeculative and nice ſhould be 
let alone; but thoſe that guide. 
and incourage us in virtue and 
| goodneſs , muſt be often  EX+ | = 
plain'd;and-enforc'd: S And the 5 = 
Preacher ſhould chooſe ſuch for 
Subjects, as are moſt | ſuitable tO 
the Exigencics of the. Age; and 
Place in which he lives. Now ] 
the Doct rines I think moſt ſea⸗ | 
ſonable and proper for this, are 
ſuch AS tlieſe; ( 19 Explicati- | 
ons and vindications of the Attri- 
butes of God, eſpecially of his 
Goodneſs.: For nothing ſo much 
governs Mens T houghts, and 
Practices in Religion, as the 
CCC 


* 
— 


2 3. Ir PSSAY. | 
conceptions they have of the 
Divine Nature and Attributes: 
If they look on God as a rigid 
Ste Being, that acts aroge- | 
ther by meer Power and 'ar- 
bitrary Will, their Religion 
likely, will conſiſt in forced, 
n Obſervances, which 
are properly Superſtition; but 
il they conceive Him as e 
Iy kind and gracious, acting b 
the principle, and for the ends 
ol benignity, and goodneſs his 
| bn, holy Love, and. de- 
ght in God; which begets the 
„ ſincere, . and kindly de- 
votion. Therefore tis very fit 
and neceſſary for us to endea- 
Your to implant right concepti- 
ons. of God, in the minds of 


E and to deliver them from 
3 thoſe 


* 


thoſe, Doctrines that have miſ- 
reported him in the World, to 
the Eclipſe of his Glory. y, and 
the great Prejudice of Souls. 
(2. ) Tis very proper and ſca- 
ſonable for the Age to repreſent 
the Rea ſonableneſs of Religion, 5 
both 1 in the principles and duties 
of it; that Men may know 
upon What e 5 ſtand, 
and not hold their faith by meer 
Cuſtom, and the Tradition of 
their Fathers: That they may 
be able to give an account of it 
to thoſe that ask them: That 
they may be the better faſtned 
in it, and not be blow n up and 
doyn by every wind of Doctrine: 
That chey may be inabled to de- 
, tend their Faith, againſt gain. 


ſayers, and to ſecure h 


0 
* 


auf 


| | concerning E Preaching. 3¹ mY 


from the pretences and tempta- 
tions of ſeducing Spirits. (3) 
The neceſſity of an holy Life 1s 
Aa moſt proper Subject for all 
times, and particularly for theſe, 
[| in which the Antinomians, and 
Soll ſaiaus on the one ſide, and 
7} the Romanifſts on the other, have 

prevail d ſo far as to have it 
eſteem d in a manner needleſs 
For the fi place all the intereſt 
of Religion in an empty, no- 
tional Faith, preſcinding from 
good Works, and real inward 
| Righteouſneſs : And the orhers 
BY have ſuch falvo's and grounds 
of Security for evil Men by 
wens of Indulgences, Penantes, 
Wo Purgatory, and the like, "that 
| the abſolute neceflity of thorow 
KRepentance, and as 
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Holineſs, and 


of life is much weakned, if not 
quite taken away by them. 80 
that tis extreamly needſul ſor 


us to endeavour to ſecure ur ⁵⁶ 


people againſt the dangerous 

errors of both ſorts: . to fix 

them upon the neceſlity of living 
well, in order to the obtain» 
ing the Favour of God, and the 
Salvation of their Souls: for if 
any ching elſe will render them 
accepted of him and make their 
nn: ſafe in the other 
World, all our cxhorcations to 
good Lite, will be 
to little purpoſe. (4.0 Catholick, — 
Univerſal Charity is a Doctrine 
exceedingly fit. for: theſe Times, I 


int which diviſions, and mutual 


animoſirics | have 


produced ſo 


| _ fatal, and 9 8 


r 0 
- o 
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2 concerning Preaching. I Te 
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= effects -Pollew" and Love' ſhould. 
be ſome of the Objects of our 
chief Care, Study, var Indea- 
vours, knowing Tins no Reli- 
gion can thrive without them; 
we ſhould ſeek the peaceable 
principles, and walk in the cha- 
ſn. ritable ways: teaching and pref- 
ſing bath upon our People, in 

| \ Ur full latitude, and extent — 


them: And though the doing 
this will 5 and Senne 


the Bigots, and Boutefeu 's of _ 


uw fides, yet we muſt go on, a 
with the courage, and \Paruanke 
1 tie 4 a1 fein ins, -whe- 
| | 1 | ther they wilt hear, or wae | 
Wl they will forbear: 'And be in- 
ſtant in preaching of Peace: a anc 
{1 Ove: though . are torn in 
ä—— pieces 


k — * 
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Fever > with Rales of Life: For . 


in notion, and ſpeculation; 3 1 
qirecting men to the knowledge 


r Eo C's OY. © 


WO ww wes 7, 


pieces for it. | do but juſt hint 
theſe things; and tis not pro- 
per to do more in this Place. 
They ar 1 principal heads fit to 
be made ſome of tlie chief hin- 
ges of your diſcourſes, and ſco Pe 
of your Endeavoutss. 

2. Tour Doctrines mut he 


„„ 2 cones — 
1 > = 


if you teach nothing but doctri 
2 Matters, ä they are 
never ſo important, all will end 


cen en a0 the way tox 

perform them, a8 they ought, is 3 
ne Of the greateſt parts of out I 
Work. di doing which, you ' If 
mult take care, that you: make | 
not more fins, and duties than 
God. ors made: That you preſs, 
them 


i 1 
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1 - Condition; and) Poſſibilicies 
human Lifeʒ to the perforna 
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them not upon things ns 18 | 
no warrant -- from ' Scripture, 
Reaſon, the injunction - of our 

riors, or practice of the 


E Chriſtians: That you re- 


quire not ſmall M — with 


the ſame Zeal, and Concern- 
ment, that you do the greateſt, 
and moſt indiſpenſible REI 
That you urge not Men to unat: 
” tainabletheights, or things 
yond the . of humane Na. 
ture, in this low Condition: 

but preach the main,/knownzac- 
knowledg'd L Duties; and ſuch 
as are finted: to the "plain Pre. 
cepts of the Goſpel; and — 


of which yo 


> the few, "Os 72 \pradticable 


| 1 9 {ſi 111 1 


Rules; 


Concerning Pꝛeaching. 37 1 
Rules; not confounding your | 
Hearers by multitudes , which 
do but ke. and diſcourage ; . 
but adviſe ſuch as are moſt fir, | 
and moſt direct; ſuch; as are 
not only to be talked of, but 
may be practiſed, and broug ht 
„into action. And theſe — 
añd theſe Rules YGw'! ſhould _ 
force. 5 
3. By the moſt 1 Mo 
I tizes, taken from the reaſona- 
: bleneſs, and neceſſity of them! 
„from hope and ear, the conſi- 
derations of the preſent World. 
and of the nent: convincing | 
Mens underſtandings" that their 
Intereft is in their Duey; "and = 
by this way "enideayouring" 0 
influence their \refoliitions, und AF 
their practice, ſuch is the _—_ 
TOY os e 


ed ee 


5 


„ N E 8 8 A 2 
cal preaching I. adviſe. "Ain 
ext geverde Rule i is, e 
5 Reaching fhould be. We- 
F chodical. Method is ne- 
. cCellaty both for the underſtand- 
ings, and memories of the Hear- 
ers; when a Diſcourſe hath an 
order, and connexion, one part 
gives light to another; . where- 
as the Mind is loſt in Confuſi- 
ons. And how. hel ptul Method 
is to the Memory, is obrious 
toe every one to conceive. Now 
3 adviſing. the particular 


ethod, I mult tag, that no 
One is ET beſt, ut it muſt 


e 28 the Subject 8: For 


general Rules you N ere 
bene theſe. 
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concerning -Pzeachin, g. 
11+ You. ſhould take care # 


method be natural, not ftraind 
and forced, but ſuch as the mat 
ter, and che Capacities, and 
wants of the Auditors, require, 
and lead you to. 2. It ſhould 
be obvious, and plainly laid 
down: If the method be dark 
and hidden, it loſeth its end, 
and neither helps the Under- 
ſtanding, nor the Memory. 
What 4 ſome ſay here, that * 
ſhould be Ge to ſurpriſe e 
the Auditors, Teems to me very 
vain, and weak; for our "7 4 
neſs is not to ſurpriſe; but to in- 
ſtruct; not to take the — 
with the une xpectedneſs, a 
ſtrangeneſs of what we ſay; but 
to inlighten the mind, and to ins 
Sage. and encou rage the — I 
Etice, | 
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where we. are, and their 


ee r 


3 by the clearneſs, and fuita 
 blenefs Sox our - Preaching, and 
for this I am ſure, an open, and 
known Method is beſt; for 
when tis ſuch, the hearers know 


S W W 


thoughts can go along with us; 
whereas in the other way, they 
loſe us quickly, and our words 
die in their Ears without effect, 
or laſting impreſſion. 3. I ad. 
vaſe that it abound not Rot too 
many ' Particulars 3 the main 
_thungs to be ſaid may be reduced 
to a 2 pred of Heads, 
which) being thorowly ſpoken 
to, will ſigniſie more than a 
multitude flghtly touch d. And 
when the Matter is ſpun out in 
to many Particulars , uſually 
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_ they are coineident, being "a 


5 concetning Bed ( ching. 4 th 


different words for the hes 1 

thing, and fo they diſcover the 
— Judgm ent of the Speaker, 
and | confound the Memories of 


the Hearers. Theſe Rules -© 


think you may do well to ob- 


ſerve, © — J ſhall be a little 
more particular; and conſider 
in Method. Firſt; The choice 
of the Text. Secondly; The Pre. 


face. Thirdly, The Body of the 
Sermon. And DOE, 35 The | 


Application. 33 — 
I. n chuſing your. Text 000 — 


ſhould take care that vou diſco- 
ver not any conccitedneſs, or 
lightneſs''of phancy 3 for that 
is one way of abuſing He Word 


of God; which ould never 


be play d; or trifled with; bur 
always mention d with ſeriouſ. 
| neſs, 


| ; hl MW” 115 E _ SAT 
w 4 gravity, cl; ally up- 


cCourſe from it. 2. You ſhould 
avoid the ordinary choiſe of ab- 
ſtruſe, difficult, and myſterious 


on purpoſe to oſtentate their 


than row Spirituality of 
Knowledge. There is no Sub- 
ject fit = 2 Sermon, but there 


oOccaſion to treat of it: And the 


Conſequence from chence is 


moſt. ecaſie and moſt forcible. 
3. For the ſam&- reaſon: you 


WH - ſhould not affect very barren 
Texts: There is alſo vanity in 


this, for Men think by ſo doing, 


e 


on all occaſions of ſolemn diſ- 


Scriptures, which ſome affect 


ae cc. mr PA 0 — 8 


Skill and Learning, and * 


are plain Places that will afford 


' to. raiſe the reputation of their 
* 5 Invention, in finding 
22900 out 
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concerning Preaching. 43 


out profitable matter, in ſuch . 


Places, as ſeem d to have little 
or nothing in them: When as 


Jo the wiſe they ſhew nothing 


but their conceitedneſs, and 5 
fectation; and put a force upon 
| che Words, extorting that from 
them, which they never intend- 
ed; which alſo is a kind of fol- 
ing with, and abuſe of 191 955 
ture. * 

2. Fer this. Prefece oF your. 
Sermon. Firft, the Introducti- 
on ſhould nor be remote, or 'far 
tetche; bur ſuch as ſhews the ne- 
ceflity, or ſeaſonableneſs of the 
Subject you have choſen; or 


ſomething that leads to theunder- _ 


ſtanding of it. 2. The ſcope; occa; _ 

fonand coherence of the Words ⁵⁵ 

ſhould be laid down plainly | 
5 and 


Lies e nl ge ng * t. 
— from Chapter to Chap- 
ter, and Verſe ro Verſe, are moſt hw] 
commonly arbitrary, and made un 

by him that finds them; and 
always tedious, and of ble ad- 
vantage to the Hearers. Third - 
1. The Explication ſhould be 
giving the ſenſe without 

phraſes, and terms of Art: Nice fen 
and elaborate Criticiſms, and e 

Expoſitions are for the moſt Ne 
part unprofitable 3 and they are pe 
loſt upon common Auditors. WV: 
| More vain are the recitals of the Nb. 
different Opinions of Expoſitors, r 
and Commentators among ſuch, Ne 
and when they hear that learn- I. 
wy _ <Mon, are of ſo many, and of . 
= ſuch diſagreeing Judgments a- Int 


8 


7 bout — ſenſe of cvery Scri: 
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concerning Preaching. 45 
ture, they are apt to conclude, 
Eicher that Learning is vain, or 
Frhat is worſe, that Religion is 
ncertain. So that the repre- 
entation of ſuch diverſity tende 
o the diſſettlement of the Peo- 
le; and it begets in ſome a de- 
pair of underſtanding any thing 
PL the Bible, which commonly 
nds in Scepticifm, or Popery:; 
Beſides which, you may conſi- 
der whether it hath not the ap- 
xarance of ſome Inſolence and 
Vanity in the Preacher, to tell 
he People that fuch and ſuch 
Freat, and celebrated Men un- 
Nerſtood the words in this ſenſe, 
And in that; and then to add, 
Bat my Opinion is thus; which 
uſt ſtand as the deciſiye Judg- 
- ent. DOA 0 n Eu 
) 2 | 38 3 ON 3- The 
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e he main Diſcourſe you may 
| handle either by . dividing thelf 
Text into its ſubſtancial a : 
or by reſolving them into one 
| or more main Propoſitions. -- Th 
the irt, you muſt take care that 
Jour diviſions be not numerous 
minute, and nice remembring 
that Diiſſonum minutiis rerun 
© Tomes: pond dera : Of all the 
_ Vanities in Preaching l ls 
none leſs accountable than this 
-- of dividing, Texts into indiviſt 
bles; and mincing them into 
ſingle words; which makes them 
ſignifie nothing: This is a trick 
by which Men wander whithet 
3 will, forſake the ſenſe ol 
their Texts, and run uſually i into 
contemptible Impertinencies, ! 
x * Childiſhneſs of 4s + ct Di 
dts viſion þ 
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viſions alſo: that are very curi- 


avoided, as things not intended 
by the inſpired Writers, (who 
ſpoke with plainneſs, and fim- 


ting the Edification of the hear- 
ers. But your diviſions ſhould 
be into ſolid and main parts, 

obvious in the Text, and apt to 
i vield occaſion for ſerious, and 
ſubſtantial Diſcourſe. Secondly, 
when you handle your Text 
by way of Pzopoſition or 
Doctrine, care muſt be taken 

that what you infer for a ſubject, 


words, and not violently in- 
forced upon them: and the 
Propoſitions you undercake 
ſhould be few; one ordinarily _ 
F „ 


1 
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concerning F 


ous, and ſcholaſtical are to be 


plicity.z ) nor any ways promo- _ 


be naturally contain'd in the 


Ei ESSAY 
15 n. two or three ſome- | 
times may be allow d, but] 
more ſcaree to be indured, in a 
ſingle Sermon, wherein time 
will not give lcave to do any 
tolerable right to them. Third. 
ly, the next thing to be dag is 
to ffate the — 4 of the 
| cruth, or duty you ſpeak. of. 
This is exceeding} neceſſary in 
order to the forming clear, and 
diſtinct conceptions. in the 
minds of the hearers; for ſo 
much any Man knows, as he 
diſtinctly — and no 
more? and this is generally 
much wanted, for Men have 
but confuſed imaginations a- 
bout the Doctrines, and Duties 
of Religion, like the ſight of him 
that * Men 2 like 
Trees; 


oe rr i wow .c.ci.co 


Treees; their Thoughts about 
theſe, are like their Dreams; 
having nothing in them diſtinct, 
or clear. Hence it is that they 
underſtand ſo little of 8 
and reaſon ſo fooliſhly, and. 
injudiciouſſy about it. It is 
therefore needful to ſtate the - 
Doctrine, or Duty we ſpeak of 
clearly, and diſtinctly, N 
it the neareſt way to the under- 
ſtanding, without ambages, and 
terms of Art, and impertinent 
diſtinctions; Truth may be 
taught plainly without theſe,” by 


any one that underſtands it well 
himſelf. Fourthly, your Pzoofs. 


are ordinarily, from | Scripture 
and Reaſon; Firſt, Proofs from 
Scripture in things generally * 
acknowledg d are "needles; . 
' Ca. cſpecially > 


concerning 'z Preachin: g. * 9 | = 3 | 
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ſpecially when the Bible is | 


cvery where full of the truth 


we aflert, and the Text contains 


it in ſo many words; to labour 
in this kind of proof is proving 
one Scripture by another, and 


doing little to purpoſe. When 


the matter is not ſo clear, or ſo 
confeſt, this ſort of proof is ſea- iſ 


ſonable, and ncedful, but then 
we ſhould not | 


| do it only by 
numbers, but by weight of iſ 
Texts. Few places that are 
ſtrong, and to the matter im- 
port more than never ſo many 


that are not pertinent. There- 


| tore you ſhould not prove by 


your Concordance bur by your 
Underſtanding and Judgment; 


19 
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not by the ſound of words, but 


arc 
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concerning Pꝛeaching. 5r _ 
are to look upon it as an abuſe - 3 
of Scripture, - to heap Texts to 


no ' purpoſe. 2. Your Proofs 


from Reaſon . ſhould be from 
acknowledg'd Principles of 
Mankind, not from Preſumpti 


ons, or cuſtomary Belief, or 
the doubtful Opinions of this, or 


that Philoſopher. Thoſe we 


may uſe in evincing the moſt 


known Truths and Duties of 
Chriſtianity, both to confirm 
our ſelves and others in the 
reaſonableneſs of our Religion, 


and to convince thoſe Gain: 


ſayers that have worn off all re. 


verence for the ſacred Writings. 


In Applications there are 
hr extreams, ' viz. tedious Pro- 
lixity, and too much Conciſe- 
neſs, and Brevity; in the for- 

| C 3: - 
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mer Error are thoſe, who run 
their Applications into nume- 
rous, coincident Uſes, as of In- 
formation, Confutation, Inflrufti- 
on, Reproof, Exhortation; Dehor- 
tation, Comfort, Direction and the 
like; all which, are reducible 
to Inference, Advice and Motives. 
The Inference contains the ge. 
neral Truths that ariſe from the 
Diſcourſe: the Advice, thoſe Ex- 


1 hortations, and Directions that 


concern the Practice: and the 
Morives afford thoſe conſi dera- 
tions whereby the duties are in- 
force d, and our indeavours are 

 incouraged and excited. 
You may inſiſt more or leſs 
on theſe, as the ſubject may re- 
quire, only take care, you do 
not tire the 2 by bring 
py | ng 
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concerning Preaching. 53 
ing in all things, that are aß 
way reducible to theſe uſes, but 
inſiſt on ſuch as are moſt- pro- 
per, and immediate. * 

The other extream to be a. 5 
voided, is too much Brevity in 
the Application, which being 
the directing and inforcing part, 
the life of a Sermon lies here. 
So that the hudling up of this 
moſt material part in a few cold 
words; betrays as much want 
| of Zeal, as extream rediouſneſs 


doth of. Judgment. 


H E Faure n Of 
| Preaching I mentioned 
'B, That K fuld be Aſtectio⸗ 
nate. The work 1s the grea- 
teſt, and the concernment of it, 
to our ſelves and to our hear- 
0 4 


”, 34 2 E 8 87 A 1 

ers, "250 ſo that it requires 
the flower and the vigour of our 
affections, and endeavours: and 
for us to be cold, and heartleſs, 
in declaring things of fo vaſt a 
moment, ſuggeſts that we be- 

- heve not what we ſay: and it 
cannot be expected, that others 
ſhould be much mov d by the 
Preaching, when the Preacher 
Himſelf. ſeems unconcerned. 

Religion Is Zeal, and if Men 
are not carneſt in it, if it hath 
not the warmth of their Aﬀecti- 
ons, and the ardours of their 
Delite, and Love, it hath no 
conſiderable hold upon them. 

Theſe we muſt endeavour to 
excite; they are the ſprings of 
the Soul, that move the Will, 

* and put our Powers into Action. 
= Now. 


concerning Pꝛeaching 
Now the beſt, and moſt laſting 
Affections, are ſuch as are ike” 
by the Underſtanding; and the 
knowledg of our Duties, and 
our Intereſt: So that we ſhould 
repreſent che influencing truths 
- Jof che Goſpel, in plainneſs, and 
power, to beget duc, and deep. 
conviction in the Mind. But 
generally tis only the wiſeſt 
ſort whoſe Affections ate ſtir 4 
in this nobleſt, and moſt regu - 
lar way: The common People, 
i: are incapable ot much Theory; 
ir Ichey have not Souls for WN 


wo OS 3 8 
£24 ' 
E . 
1 
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o knowledge, nor uſually | are 


a. Nchey kitten by chis — Ic 
o {vill be hard for you to make 
chem | heed Doctrincs, though 
l, they are never ſo worthy, or 
n. important: : * Aﬀections ace 
„3 Cs _ Br 


TE "Os ESSAY. 
\ raiſed by figures, and earneſt⸗ 
neſs and paſſionate repreſentati- | 
ons; by the circumſtances of 
the Voice, and Geſture, and 
Motion; ; fo that however little 
you may think theſe, they 
muſt be heeded: and ſuited to 
the capacity and genius of your 
hearers. God himſelf doth fo i 
condeſcend ; he ſpeaks in our 
Language, and in ſuch Schemes i 
of Speech as are apt to excite the 
Affections of the moſt Vulgar, 
and Illiterate. St. Paul became 
all things to all. He became 
weak unto the weak; as well as 
ſtrong to the ſtrong: Milk muſt 
be given, as well as ; ſtrong Meat. 
There are indeed a ſort of con- 


Ceited weak that are not mov d 


Bu by'y vain Pharicics and ſenſe 
4 


| conterni 2 Pieachin g. 


ey ſaving Men: the Teachers they 

to heap up to themſelves: Lo d 
ur F humours, and follies as theſe, we 
ſo may not accommodate; for 


ur this is a debaſing the Goſpel; tis 


the putting Religion into a Fool's 
Coat, and an expoſing of it to 
ar, ¶ the Contempt of Men of Under- 
ne ſtanding, and Judgment: If 
ne Peoples Palates are fo W en 
as that they like nothing but Chalk, 
uſt and Fn and Muſhrooms, we. 
at. muſt do them all the good we 
n can, but not be Loncernld to 
4 pleaſe them in their own way. 
e God muſt be pleaſed; and not 
015 Eh Men 


[eſs phraſes; and unintellig ble 7 
notions, by a rude dne 
and apiſh geſtures and boiſter- 
d ous violence; and who ate fo. 
le qualified are the precious Soul- 
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Nen, he hach no delight in Fools 
nor can he approve of Apiſhneſs; 


and Childiſh folly. Let the end 


be what it will, we ought to feed 
our People with wholſome 
Food, and not with Traſh, and 
Poiſon, though they long neycr 
ſo much for them: But this we 
ought to indeavour, viz, to give 
our matter its proper colours, 
to ſhew it in that light which 

may convey it with moſt ad- 


_ vantage into the hearers Hearts, 


and Aﬀections ; to ſtudy all the 
warrantable ways by which 
Men uſe to be awakened, and 


excited; and to preſs the Truths, 


and Duties we teach, with a 
Leal, and Warmth proportio- 
nable to the concernment of 
am; raking carc to avoid all 
+; -1nde: 


nn 
concerning - Preaching. : 9 


indecency, and extravagance. 
Thus of the general Charadtess 
of Preaching. | 


TO W by 5 hath 8 

| "Aiſcourſed, divers faults 

in Preaching are reprchended, 
ſome of which I ſhall more par- 
ticularly Note, under the followv- 


ins Heads. 


in 1 compoſition of many Ser- 
mons, in the which Words are 


There is a certain ſtiffneſs = 


ſer, and Periods meaſur d, and 24 


Cadences turned, all which argue - 
a vain endeavour to entertain, 
and pleaſe conceited Hearers, 
1 deſign either to inform 
the Judgment, to 1ngage the 
Will, or co ſtir up any devout 
Aﬀfections. Thus wax Oo painful, | 
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but the effects af 1 it are ITY 
and forced, and unnatural ; that 
poſſibly may obtain praiſe from 


\ — ill Judges, that have no 

meeaſure —. of good Preach· 
ing, or of right Speech, when as 
they do no manner of good, but 


— the Preacher to the diſ- 


8 of the Pious and Judici- 
—_ -- What is eaſie and natural 
il Þ; aher beſt, and moſt opera- 
tive: and things ſo great, and 
ſo powerful as the matters of 
Religion are in themſelves, 


have no need of more than a 
genuine and proper repreſenta- 
tion; yea they are debaſed and 
hinder d in their operation by 
the formalicy 0 Elaborate 
| Language. 923 72 

e 1s like 22 chat wil 


not 


— — 
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„ not laſt; the modes of it vary 
t continually ; and what is rare 
N Language in one time, 1s 

o Þ fooliſh and ridiculous in ano- 

„ther: But what is natural and 

s proper, laſts always; tis reliſh'd 

t by all judgments, and approv'd | 
in all times. 5 
— There is ok Gre of ſet 
1 BB Preachers that are ſo by defect 
of Parts, they perform nothing 
4 FF but with great ado, and pump- _ Þ| 
ft WW ing; and after all, their Senſe is 
„ mean, and their Words lie'crofs} - } 
a and untoward, though very: 
much affected; and brought to· 

d Lgecher wich pain. Tis not poſ- 
4 le for a Man of a clear Mind; 
> —_—y iſt Seipſe io ſpeak ſo bad 
5 pon the ade, as they ral 
l ways "ys do upon! the moſt anxious 
T 1 . 


8 


S 4 There is no coeds to ny 
N viſe you to indeavour againſt 
this , fect; thaſe that . un- 
der it mi ght find remedy. by 
ſtudying to have a thorow com- 
5 of all the Preachable 
eads of Theology, and due 
cConverſe with the fluent and 
eaſie Writers | 
-. +z>Youdo not 3 1 
1 in all this, as if I was 
Aagainſt Mens ſtudy, and care 
about the choiſe, and order of 
6 


1 _ their Words in Preaching, there 
| ? is much need of this, and the 
ſucceis depends much upon it: 
but then the thoughts and la- 
bur, ee be to get ſuch as 
may. moſt fully * plainly re- 
preſent our meaning, and con- 


e ö N. * inne the Mind-with molt 
| n adya an- | 
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concerning Pzeaching. a - 4 3 
advantage; ſo that the care of ß 


words ought to be to ſpeak - 


with the — natural cab 


and freedom; which (as I noted 


before) is the trueſt Eloquence, 
doth moſt good, and generally 
affects moſt. | 

2. Some Sermons loſe. their nm 
efficacy and force by being too | 
full, and cloſe. Fullneſs of 
Senſe, and compactneſs of Wri- 
ting are real Excellencies, and 
ſuch as fall to few Men's ſhare : 
they are very proper, alid ta- 
king in Diſcourſes, to the Wiſe 
eſpecially in matters of Theory 
and Sepeculation: But the 
hearers of Sermons are mixt 
People, among whom un 
there are very few of ſo muc - 


Sagacity- and — as to be 
. bs 


Tas e BS SAT 


] able to comprehend, * to 80 
along witha judicious, 00 
* Diſcourſe: Whoever 
would cdific hem, muſt dilate 
| -and' repreſent the ſame things 
in different lights and cake . 
Ih here is a certain laxneſs ol 
Stile that is neceſſary for them: 
for chat will enter the Mind and 
move the Affections in one way, 
"ahi will not in another. And 
incleed it is painful to Men of 
Parts, to keep their Thoughts 
even with the current of a fall 
and cloſe Sermon; the Judg- 
ment and Underſtanding Fr? 
e Ingenious and Judiciaus 
Sinks cannot go ſo faſt as the 
| Tongue of the Speaker; 3 and 
. therefore a competent diffuſe 
bl neſs! _ Sele is * to 
. them 
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them alſo. Hence it is that Men 
of fame for Preaching generally 
ſucceed: worſt upon the moſt 
ſolemn occaſions, for which 
they have labour d moſt. We 
do not love to have our Minds 
kept ſtill upon the ſtretch, and 


to be over powered with ful- 


neſs. You know what Nd e 155 
laith of Wit in Poctr /, 


lr ler. Were 
will not go ſo farts in FER ub- 


ect, but 5 there may be 


too much here; you have ob- 
ſerv d to me how little the 
ſtrongeſt, and acuteſt Univer- 


ſity Sermons edifie in ordinary Þþ 
Congregations; this I take to be 


à main reaſon of it. Indeed 
ſoine ocenſions, in a few 
| Ow" 2 


| ox Bog 
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Rather than all be Wit bet none 1 


= Adin a Man may bd | 
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Conciſeneſs; but he ought nor 


Preaching : as the People wil 


$ not indure this, ſo no Preacher 
aan hold it. There is I confeſs 
= 2 looſneſs in ſpeaking that is 


nauſeous and offenſive 


titude of Words; - this is the ex- 
tream on the other hand, and 


it ariſeth from want of Jads: 


| ens and invention- 1 
8 Another fault 1 3 ob 


5 * 4 in ſome Sermons is diffor 


- mity : heights, and falls; Elo 
quence, GY Sordidneſs ; Wit, 


F and no Senſe; this is the fault 


7 of Eben chat 2 Noſc- 
| +. 9 SY 3 


Ys 


2 


to take it for a e of 


| — the: Judicious, when Men 
dwell upon the ſame things, and 
| have little, or no Senſe i ina mul- 


bay 


N concerning Pꝛeaching 67 1 | 
gays, and pick a piece out 4 
one Author, and a piece out of 
(another; o that the whole is a 
medly of different things ill 
ming Jed. To avoid this you 
15 Naſt be Maſter of a fullneſs of 
- WScnſe, that is your own; and 
when you make uſe of any no- 
tions you meet with in your 
reading, you ſhould form them 
1. Yaccording to your own way of 


expreſſing, and not tye your 
elf to the words of the Author: 


They ſhould: be digeſted into 
your "ſhits of Thos i.as che Ml 
b. various Juice of Flowers is _ 
the . induſtrious Bec; and fo © 
made uniform and agrecable; Ro. 
mean not the (uniformity of 
Homogenious, but of Organical 
cf Bodies, f in which all the Party, 
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a rtion, and confpire- to 
FE e eee 
neſs of the whole. The Doctrines 
_ that are for information of ma: 
turer judgments, Abould be ex- 
preſſed with a ſtrength in the 
S ſuitable to — height off 
the Matter; and ſuch as are for 
the directing and exciting the 
meer populace, with an eaſe, 
and familiarity that is proport 
ned to the ſubject, and Fapacy 
ties of ſuch hearers. 
. There is a ſort of wittici 
zing: which ſome uſe in Preach: 
ing, that by all means is to be 
avoided; che ub) ects of Sermons 
are grave: andimoſt ferious, and 
dught to be ſuitably handled: 
ve are c to ſ 2 8 as the _—_ Y 


4 
E 


2 


vel, and as becomes his Meffen= 
0 gers, and Ambiuſſadors; and how 1 
I Abſurd would it be for Perſons 


ff that Character from Tempo- 
al Princes, to deliver their 


bat ſpeak. from the King of 


his is fooliſhneſs of Preac ching 


dicable in all ſub} jects, much 
Ore: in ſuch: It is a P 


overnors of the Church Would 
5 > chaſtiſe | 


F concerning Preaching. 55 ok 


geſſage in jingles and q quibbles, 
n witticiſmms and . 5 
Jow much more is it ſo in thoſe 


Heaven, in the moſt important 
oncerns of the Souls of Men: 


ndeed; tis not ſpeaking in Mans 
Viſdom, but in Childrens fol- 
7: a way of trifling that is def. 


nation f Hol be 20 4 
mockery ery upon Rel: ion! And 
were to be wiſhed that che. 


Ar ESSAT 


: chaſtiſe ſuch Foplins: This 5 Wi 
is more — than the 
directeſt Non ſenſe; for this is 
Weakneſs, that is Affectation 
Fools by Nature are to be pitied 


but theſe Artificial. ones deſeryt 


ry 80 * = 
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Scorn, and ſevere Puniſhment 
I: cannot forbear ſ peaking thus | 
warmly upon chis occaſion. . l 
would move any Man's igna 
tion that hath any Senſe of Re. 
ligion, to ſee Man. play with. i 
at * rate. And to | . ſuch 
== ifflers applauded, (as ſome 

5 Ait happens) for brave Prex 

Cheers, would turn any Mans 
Stomach, that hath any grain off 

* Underſtanding ; It is as if Childih 
Declaimers ſhould be cried up 
por mighty Orators; and Mor: 
= cis dancers for the. 1 agu 


1 


 conceining Preaching. 74/ 
þ daf Mankind. Theſe are 
aui cbeſides che buſineſs of 
Freaching, they deſign to gra- 
tine the Vain and Wanton fa. 
lues which. oug iht to be re. --M 


ve 1 

nt 2 Hauguſtz and emp- = 
wi t Diſhes, ſet out with Flowers. 
& — en NO and = 
na- 2 


de n | = 
1-1 al Vie _— as W Preach- - = 
a ing, nor any thing that is:trely 1 
ne ſuch : Foo trud VVirisa . — 


on 
the | en e g, and 


nation; VVit m the Linderftand. x. 
ing is a Sagacity ad find ont che 


Imagination, is 4 cee 
193% 15 5 b >> - D LP | * . 


Nature; Relations and Con- 4 
quences of things z. Vit in the 44 


72 RY, 
the r to give . pro- 
per Images; now the more of 
theſe is in Sermons, the more of 
Judgment and Spirit, and Life 
and without Wit of theſe kinds 
8 is dull, and unedify. 
T2 The. Preacher ſhould 
4 nar: to ſpeak ſharp, | and 
quick thoughts, and to ſet them 
out in lively 8 * z Dy Is 
grave, and manly Wit, 
Reet or other, that hich con- 
2 to i 1 inverſions of Sentences, 
| r ing with Words, and 
del is vic and conrenpelb. 


? 
. 


1 this * advittiſg more 


= _ this Head, that even the 


MWit that is true, chat may be 


Þ uſed, and ought to be endea- 


: Four'd, wog not be hunted 
. ft; ; 3 3 after 


* 


2. Journey will not run over 
Hedges to gather Flowers; and 
the Preacher is much to blame 


his matter to fetch in notions. 
| clegancies.;- ſuch as are 


his phancy a ranging, and b 


— affectation. 


Preaching quite oppoſite to thu 


neſs, and want of Wit. - Ther 


very vulgar conceit nothing 


92 2 
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conceming Pꝛeathing⸗. 3 
after out of the road. A Man in 


that forſakes the direct courſe of 


ing abroad after them, s folly 5 
But Fifchly, There "> 2 Vice in = 
and that is a certain road · dul- 


but what they take up from 
common talk; that ſpeak no 


— 8 


grave and pertinent, ob lie 
in his way he may uſe, 4 


are à ſort of Preachers that ſay - | 
nothing but what is obvious to 


Bt . ; | who ers de 


| - OR 4nd httioughe, 
Gerſtandic 


WT 3voidvit is YE! the Pfebiſtt to 


il WET (Doetrines and Put IN te thin 
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form clear, diſtiner Conception 
of all the Heads f Theology 


then well 48tis his wen If d 
10 digeſt and make Hrſclf Mi 

Ker E then 10 net it >"Gonteii 
| eln t e! learning d 


1 Hayaflgs 
5 Authors, be PU Wiid Pres: 
hatt Mears 0 form Cel 
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concerging Brechung * ; 4 
ke, Obſervations upon the 
Actions of Meni 
| e ulpſaphy,s 
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no body is taught, not 
When the Si 15 done, tis 
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amd Practical Parts off, at keaf 


t do 1 


(if they pleaſe) Rand" þ 
better, and have before A 
Eyes. che Peper; motives and 
| N directions by 


vations: / 


5 The 3 no 
main bulinch- 10 purſue, but 
touch abundanee of Hehe ftt- 


rfcially and flihtly :-#6 that 
pe none cdified: 


Joſt, and no one almoſt can tell 


What it was about. e cori. 
tary way to this is to be choſen, 
Which is alway * "007 propofe 
ſome chief efien and to pur- 


ſue that full liche Joctrinal, 


ſo far as it is neceſſary” for” the 


needs of the He carers. * This you 


ould endtavour always; viz; 
ght to tlie ſubject you 
undertake, that the Peo ple may 
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directions to * © accord my * 
1 113 
e in * Men's =_— 
3 a certain ſordidneſs _| 
which though Ignorant People 
may like as plain, and. familiar 
| Preaching; yet tis ſuch a fami- 


liarity as begets contempt. Such . 
„ is che uſe of vulgar Proverbs, 
ſe had homely Similitudes, and 


rude and clowniſn Phraſes: 
Theſe are indecencies of ſpeech, 
and misbecoming the reverence _ 
that is due to ſolemn Diſcourſes 
aud ſacred Subjects; and thoſe ö 
who can be guilty of "chew have 
a certain . — of Soul, 
that hath no taſte of what is i 
corous and becoming. Such 
grate, and ſhock all Men of in- 
N wy and they cannot 
Da hear 


rr 


N = | 
= bens uch ſtuff ide ent 
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ing and bluſbing for the Prea- 
r. Plairincſs is the beſt Cha- 


| racter of Speech, eſpecially- in 
2 Sermon, but not that which | 
is Bluntneſs; this Jo: apaed ö 
into ſordidneſs, and ini 


* * 011 7 TG = f * | (4 
Having thus e of Uh 


MM Matter nd Stile of Sermons, FT 
dall next ſpeak of the retain | 
i circumſtances” of Preaching, 
which concern the Voice and 
= the Action. 


. The hake ſhould be lively. 
and earneſt; but without any 


ſet, or affected tone. It ſhould 
vary as the matter doth, and 
may have its riſings, and falls, 
2 _ you take care to ſhun the ex. 


treams of exceſſ ive. loudneſs in 
© ſome 


concernt ning ; Preach ing. 7 55 
n e and as unfit low-. 
nels in ot 4 Lap es 9255 nw 
a droning du Speech on. - 
the One Hand, e WS un- 


concernment, . and want of 
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. Zeal; and a boiſterous noiſe on 
i bs cher, which : argues Rüde. 1 
es and wancof Model 15 ang; — 
. N anners. 3 
11 2. As to che circumſtance of 

nl Aion, there are two extreams 
„about it. Some arg, Mimical, 

4 Phanraſtical, and violent in their 

„ Motiqns;.chis, is rude andirre- 

. 1 hey \ 1. oppoſition © 
nd like, Images, and Preach 
* without any N / of all; ; We Wn 
d s ſtupid l unnatural oy 1133 3 : 
18 1 PSY ADQUL, tk us 8. of 

b | VgqUcL Fo: ng 

n (dl, and w W d 
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0 the cannot (without great 
WW violence) but uſe ſome pro- 
portioned action. God few 
made us ſo that we muſt expreſs 
bur inward reſentments by out 
ward agitations; and the mo- 
tion is allowed, and much ſet 
b, by all the Maſters of Elo- 
- quence; it is neceflary to the 
grace of ſpeaking, and hach a 
|  - conſiderable” ſhare in the influ 
ence on the hearers, who are 

moved by the Eye as well as by 
the Ear. So that mortal f 
ſpeaking is ſenſeleſs, and 1 

1 It was never taken u 

any grounds of reaſon but bn 6 

the wor ear Oh 108 2 = re 
humour o ion of the 
other extream; and is as bad a 
due * ſt. Some” motion is 
0 ehe 
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requiſite, the care muſ be 70 
govern it, ſo that it may be 
grave and decent; not a vio - 
lent agitation, and diſtortion of 
the whole Body; hut a ſutable 
and moderate motion, as he 
matter ſhall require; and ſuch 
25 is free and natural, without 
conſtraint, or  affectation. 3 


F, you now cre. what 
+ way is to be talen for cheac· 
quiſition of the faculty of ready 


7 Opinion in ſome advices; 
— ing to them, that I ſup- 


poſe the knowledge of Philo i 


a competent Acquaintancę with 
the moſt ſubſtantial Writings f 
the * and 3 155 | 


- Ov > 


bale, 
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in all — 3 you 
are well inſtructed and have * 


due Senſe and Reliſh of Religi- 


i & e 
; 78 : 
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5 ty 
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- 
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on upon your own Soul, which 
ðð the chief ee . After 
which, ONO 

__ 4 (x. Tou ſhould ons | 
to ſettle in your mind the! genu· 
ine Notion of all the Doctrines 
and Duties of een not 
contenting your ſelf with ge. 
-wandring concepti- | 
ons; or ſuch as you find m your 
Memory, from the Books yo 
have Read but enter intò cloſe 
Meditation on each Head, and 
& lodge things elearly and di- 
ſtinctly in your Thoughts, and 
by —— make term your 

8 OT Af ee ater o of 

5 25 "Senſe," you- 


LIP 
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be enabled to ::4peakk 306adily. 
and diſtinctly upon all acca- 
ſions; for Want of expreſſion, 
and clearneis in ſpeaking a- 
riſeth generally. \ from tf defect 
of meditation] audl clear thinte | 


4 WII 8 
Tos 10 Gen 211 3 5 12 5. 8 


(2) Be much in the reading, 


and ſtudy of the Scriptures; this 


will furniſh you withimatter 
for Proof, for Direction, and 

for Inforcement; it will give 
your Stile a tinctute that Will 
render it more acceptable to the 
Pious, and more forcihle upon = 


all: c and theręſote by all means 
collect and digeſt in — 


the Texts that are prpper for 
every Doctrine; and; ar every 


Duty; and keep a conſtant ire. 
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I dat courſe, fill up each ſubject 


che they n may * always at 
hard, 1 


3063.) 0 "AY mich che fe 
f I rings of the practical, preſſing, 
_  avakenin Divines; thoſe that 
5 m ei and lively, 
and moſt to che Souls of Men: 
This will inſenſibly lead you to, 
aud beget in you that beſt ſort 
_ MM of Pulpic-Eloquence. | 
=: .J. In your firſt beginiings 
, write Sermons well ſtudicd, i 
well conſider' d, upon every 
Prceachable Head: Go over. cho 
_ whole Body, of - Theology in 


with a = Diſcourſe; ſaying 
Al che proper material things 
you can upor GN Argument, 


659 M Make. your: Gale perfect b 


concerning Preaching. 


d indeayour to keep them 
5 This is indeed painful, 
but tis a labour that I reckon 


neceſſary in the beginning, and 


ſuch as will beget facility and 
eaſe, in the future courſe of y Four 


Miniſtr y. 5 


8.) reach conſta ly in. 


dul, ge not your eaſe, but ſet your 
el b to your Work, and reckon 


upon it as a thing that muſt be 


done; without unneceſſary inn 
termiſſions; conſtant practices =» 
begers habits, and without this 
the faculty will never be at- 
ff cain'd. If you Preach only now 
and then, a ſet or ſolemn 
mon, and not exerciſe ids 
| continued — wil be ſill „ 


Maſter of your Sermons, - | 
5 fully into your Memory, 


Ser- 
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ben will ene 
p - work eaſio to be,perform d. 
by your ſelf, and what is ſo will 
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"Have: 3 given you my 
Idea of Preaching. If vou 
now ask me what Entertain- 
ment Sermons of this ſort uſe to 
hav; It is here as. im the caſe — 
Books, ad captum Leforis--- 1 ob. 
| ſery'd; to you in the | ene 
1 bee Of 
Hydiffcrcnc-o tts, Capacitics, and 
ExpoGguony : 0 They, come "to 


Ss 
— 


hear for different ends, rand ſo 
ares pleaſed 101. | 
F they artygrall Ol | 
= painted. bt dome 9 40 en | 
= {16 | 
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tan d hy fine Language, and 


1 
Vvitty Fee having no des 
: „ an 
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n pf, being inftr 
of the. Beine er bauen 
chgions. they h Ave no buſineſs 2 
lor that knowledge: _ Toe: 
come, 89 $ergzons, ich he * 
appetites han dhe OR 
ty go to ſee, Ee 
Raul by no means yn your 
2 ng in this, way, ithath | 
nothing in it to their purpoſe; 
and the hearing chipgs:ſo lictla 
ſutable as principles: of Spiri- 
tual knowledge, and inforce- 
ments of Religious practice, 7 
tedious to them; ſo that if they 
cannot ſlecp, they will talk a · 
way the time: An Ke ſo ſpent th 
+ I's 1ntollerable; |You-;are;/never 
1 lie to have repyration: for a 
1 7 Preacher 
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ts the phancies they have enter: 
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1 to theſe; they h 


teal for Relig ion; but then their 
_ are fall of -falſe Images, 
- nd nes hantaſtick Princi 5 
eto have every thing 
9 1 to which they Ea 
d, and according 


tain'd; ſo that your plainneſs, 


implicit/ of f peaking will 


1 abtiedife: with thern; it wants 


Life and Power, and ſpiritu. 


= | ality of Preaching; 's that 18, It 
Hhhhath no vain hills 1ble No- 
: tions, no odd Figures, of Words 


without Senſe: and theſe are fo 
given up tô the admiration of 


„ | the Teachers of their own Ge 
1 e * you can expect no- | 


thing 


25 


I 4 1 * 
181 2 
7 


concern 


t happens | ſometimes to the 


. Le 


thing bur to be contemmn d hy 


iſpenſation, and one that is 
unacquainted with the Spiritu- 
alities, and Myſteries of the 


1 i — 1 # . 1 1 : 1 
Goſpel. Lea, which you wil! 


think very ſtrange, tis odds but 
that they accuſe you 1 painneſs 

as unintelligible, and pretend 
they cannot underſtand you} 
becauſe you ſpeak Senſe in genus = 
nne, proper Words; without 
foolih Affect ations; or pan! 
taſtick Notions. Thus IK now 


deareſt Preachers, who make 
Plainneſs their meaſure, and 


deſign, and who have a great Wl 


faculcy-in rendring things calie; 


and intelligible; whereas 'thoſe * 


that cant in W ords without 
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25 "dt BOS AF n | 
Senſe (hic. neither the Spea - 
| hen themſelves underſtand, or 
any wiſe Man canho arc taken 
by; thoſe Pegple ſor cthe only 
pain Preachers, The reaſon © 
dt. ay hich is this, they have been 
uſetl to a ſet of Words and Phra - 
ſes: Which they continually 
talk, and fre quently hear, and 
therefore chough they never had 
a diſtinct meaning carey d 
their Minde by hem, yet uſe 
having made them arviliar; 
they doubt not, but that they 
fully comprehend the Senſe 0 
them, whercas deine br gh uſcd 
to found matter plain 
ſpeaking, theſe. are Dane on 
as ſtrange and hard things, 
Which cheir prejudice and cher 
en cannot * n, 

I Jow 


4 51 1. 
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| concerniſg Preaching. 91 
No theſe two forts | mak 
p the greateſt part of 2 
thar lead che. vulgar judgments, | 
and under the condemn arion of | { 
their fentenc 3 "fall. 
80 that ff is not ery of 
this Age — 0 
beach 7 pl 
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Hl cM bas the Rae 
the Excellent Preath ers; = ts - 
which all "ottiers mut give 
place: While the ſubſtz | 
and truly karned Ones ard'e ich 0 I 
diſiked , or but ac r 
eſteem d. 14 doth I ont 15 = 
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Kare 2Hladh'lparktice®ro-'HE 
, Ry 1, Ro ec Plane 
£ Velber Entrad king thoſe 
perverſe agteuez to Sir in Our 
1 circum- 
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de quictly born. Till I hope 
be enougl to you. as it is to al 
_ © good Men; chat the Wile and 
| erply Religious Judge of theh 
things as they are. And- 


ever the Opinion of Vain aud 


. Tee may. be of the 
of ng 

wall, 1 hope if performed. in 
ſincerity, have the approbation 
ol God, and theacceptance, and 
e ments of all  Pious 
1 oor herb and : al. .the 
"> org REIN 0 2 
LO of my. Thaughts about 


; WM this Part of your., Work: you 
ſeec it is like to be very dient 
S * eee wehr n 
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Ih 5 a faithful diſcharge of this 
ty (in the other World) are 
i Upon theſe you muſt 
fix your Thoughts, and from 
tele. draw 2 ur Incourage- 

ments: But from the preient 
Jerpect but little. Tou _ 
entring I underſtand, upon 
it Charge in a great Town: ) 108 
in vill be ſure there to have buſe- 
weſs enough, and encourugemen 
you will have, if you can be fa- 
tified (as you ought to ende. 
your). with the pleaſure of doing 
vel; but if you look for Inge » 
nuity , Acknowledgments... of 
jour Labours, Worldly Advan- 
tages, or as much as your Juſt 
Rights, you will find your ſelf 
taken, As to this Jaſt parti- 
cular I had an occaſion, not long 
| | IO 
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a | Ahe ode! at 
of: Miniſcts, in 22 " 
great Towns: in a Letter to 

| Member of Pakiamicht. 4 may 
_ perkaps>cdeliver' you from thi 
trouble of oe ſur priſe, ai 
difappoihement, by ſending you 
that account, . therefore] „ 


Hier da / ire £ 61 291 


| 1 fol O3 911 = 571} acl i * 
1 abediens 0 ar Comm 450 
e 255 $5 Os account. of _ the 
J. be pleſent c Clergy: in Cotporati 
. 95 far -as 1 ene ty and 1 
25 ren ou knowledye: and e 
2 2 "Jig 44% | 

an id 2 2 ration, and would 
2 EE falnefs of diſcowrſe bit 
* Leu mhoin- Ilvrits, and #herefory 
tut the rt nk. 100 


0 Mut ers in 
rt e 91 1 
51 225 fe bine f, or 'b) 
ys \Dues3! which bare euber Ole 
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conc c erning Preaching. 
Rates on the Houſes, or Small FO 
and Offerings. N 

The maintenance by Voluntary Sub. 
ſcriptions #5 very precarious and uncer 
tain : little or none comes from the pro- 
e Diſenters : and among others tis 
the ſubje& to be withdrawn upon every pet, or = | 
ad d/pleaſure, taken either from a cloſe re- 
GUN, or an ungrateful Doctrine and 
lat 4 life ſuch a dependence on the bumors 
el f the People in ſuch an Age as this i 15, and | 
vat the conſequences of it 2 it vx 
1M eaſe to be underſtood. " 
The ſtated dues by Old Rates on Houſes =_ 
are very ſmall, holding no proportion with _ iſ 
the value; or with thoſe ſet by Act of Par- i 
hament on the Houſes in Lotion: They 
are difficult and troubleſome to be collected, 
and among the poor, and meaner ſort, which 
in al Towns are a conſiderable number he 
are loſt; for the Miniſter cannot either in 
Charity or with Credit, make it a buſineſs 
to contend with them for things ſmall in 
particulars, though great to him in groſs. 
The Houſes of New Erektion, are cominou- 
þ erated, and pay nothing. 

| "The 


E 


* . „ ESSAY 


many, if not moſt of them, abſolutely refuſe 
out great trouble, and long waiting; whey 


bey keep, or baffling the Miniflers with 
© which are very hard for him to diſprove, 
#0 look 
P beretofore conſiderable, are nom ſcarce any 
thing; for generally not one in fiv 
2 ob due; ſo that the Miniſter muſt 


commonly without effect, on Men, who ave 


that A ne 1, pay den 


* are chargeable, and ſcarce effectud 
. ll. 


The Smell Tithes, which are the chief | 


maintenance belonging to ſome Towng, 
are reduced to very little > the Dyſſenter;, 


payment: The reſt, for the major part, are 
not brought to reckon for thoſe dues, with 


they do account, tis (for the moſt ) very de. 
ceitfully and fallly, concealing what ſtock 


twenty ſtudied pretenſions and evaſioni; 


unleſs he ſhould make it his whole 15 reſi 
after them. _ 
Offerings, which in great PRO were 


e will own 


diſpute r he claims his right, and 


fiiff by Will and not by Conſcience : Thoſe 


if at all. 
. The preſc ent wa ys 0 f recovery of theſe 


The Refuſers 1 * aa not ap- 


_ peal 
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pear when cited to Biſhops Courts, and tio 
run them up to Excommunication, when 
the debt they are cited for is very ſmall, n 
particulars, looks odliouſiy on the Miniſters 
part, And if they are Excommunicated | 
they will ſtand ſo, without taking notice of 
it, except they are proſecuted to the Writ * | 
de Excommunicato Capiendo, which is 
chargeable to the Proſecutor, and ſound 
harſhly : and when they are taken up, man 
of them will lie by it, and ſo all the charge 
and trouble is loſt : and the Miniſter gets 
__ but the name of a Perſecutor gfe 
all, 

The way by Treble Damage will not 
quit coſt for ſmal dues. The way by. the 
Exchequer comes to Gaol too at 10 ; and 
if the Prifoner be not willing to pay, or lie 
in cloſe durance, he fees the Gaol- keeper, 
and goes in and out as he plesſeth, 

So that generally, the livingt in Corpo: | 
rations are fallen from what they were be- 
fore our unhappy troubles a third part at 
beſt last, in their value. But the work, and 
al | arfficulties are as much ivcreaſt; ; Preaching 
wice every Lord s ' Day is every where e- 
* ok P 7 
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98 1th E S 8 A > 
pected, and not omitted without great of- 
fence, and advantage given to Diſſenter. 

More private diligence is needed, for the 
ws convincing Gain-ſayers, and diſabuſing rng the 

miſled; for the confirming the ” 54 He and 
ſetling the wavering; Thich is above half 
our work, added by the malignant temper 
of the Age, and as neceſſary as any of the 
enjoin d offices. 

Whether fuch maintenance, and ſuch cit- 
eumſtances of livel;hood, be ſufficient en- 
- eouragement for Meu who have ſpent 

their whole time, their Money, and their 

pains, io fit them for the publick ſervice 
of the Church, whether I ſay theſe be en. 
couraging invitation. for ſuch to leave 
their quiet habttations in the Hniverjity, 
and to put themſelves into troubleſome and 
naneaſie Puſineſs ; whether ſuch mainte- 
_ - nance be ſufficient to enable them to re- 
lieve the Poor, who will be ſure to call at 
their doors, to keep Hoſpitality, and to 
provide for their Families; to pay taxes 
and payments, Firſt Fruits, *Tenths, Pro- 
curations, Paſchal Rents, Poor Rates, 
Tithing Rates, Ec. In e they 
* aue 
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gre ſure to pay the utmoſt z to enable 


them to repair and keep in tolerable con- 
dition their old, and ruin d Houſes, and 
to maintain a Reader or Aſiitant, which 


i neceſſary in great places to perform ſome 


offices, which the Miniſter himſelf may 
nt be able always to attend. Theſe things 


1 hope the wiſdom and jaſtice of the Parli. 


anent will in due time conſider, and tale 


ſome care for the improving this ſmall main- 


tenance, either after the pattern of what 


they have done for London, or otherwiſe; 
aud ſo to order matters, as that they 


have enong h in the duties of their reſpective 


places. - By this courſe I am perſwaded tho 
Credit and Safety of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion may be promoted, the bleſſing of 
God obtained, and our other intereſts bet 
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may 
receive their dues without ſo. much SR 4. 
aud vexation, of which they ſhall be ſure to 
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A His is chi brief of the caſe, 
of which in ſome particu: 
' BE afs it, I doubt you will have 
large experience; therefore arm 
your ſelf with Courage and Pa- 
tience, and reſolve to do your 
duty however you are treated 
This will be ſure to meet re- 
wards elſewhere, whatever en- 
tertainment it finds here; and 
upon the hopes of theſe, we mul 
endeavour to live (as we moſt 
comortably may) till we arrive 
at the World of juſt retribution, 
And I pray God by his Grace 
N conduct us thither. 
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A. Y Friends: 5 you are--- 
IVI well met here; I 
ſuppoſe. your buſineſs now is 
walking; and I am tor a turn 


or two with ou. 
B. You may well gueſs 108 5 


for you ſeldom meet us here, in 


the Church, upon any other 1 
occaſion. = 
A. I wiſh you had 8 daten 
that, 8 So lam * 
you ought to have done. And 
if you had come a little ſooner, 
you had learnt that duty from A 

= very good Sermon. 
; B. x 


A Diahgue 
B. A Sermon! "Twas never 
well with the World ſince we 
have had ſo much Preaching, | 
- 4. To the ſame purpoſe ſaid 
the Idolatrous Jens to the Pro- 
phet Feremiah, that ſince they 
had left to burn Incenſe to the Queer 
of Headen, they had wanted al 
things, and had never ſeen good 
N das. All times have afforded 
matter enough of complaint, 
and I muſt confeſs there hath 
been a ſort of Preaching that 
' . hath greatly contributed to the 
_ .. evils of ours: but in this place 
and ſuch like, there is, I hope, 
no danger of hearing any of 
fthoſe peſtilential Doctrines, 
that once poiſoned the public 
Air. I am ſure the true Primi- 
tie . 
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put in practice: I need not tell 


to the World, and Conſcientious 
our Miniſters Preach, -and I ſup- 
poſe you will not ſay, that ſuch 
Preaching promotes the evils of 


cidentally, and ſo, as the Grace 


hardneſs. . i 
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concerning Preaching. "4. 
that would cure all our maladies 
were they. duly heeded, and 


you how carneſtly it eyery - 
where preſſeth Humility and Mo- 
defty, Patience and Self-denial, 
Charity and Peace, - Mortification 


Fe | 


ſubmiſſion to Governours. Theſe Mi 


the times; if it do, tis very ac- 
of God is turn d into laſciviouſneſs, 
and the ſtrivings of his Spirit 
may contribute to Men's greater 


B. I peak nor againſt Peg. 
ching; but we have too much 
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WW Dialogue ee 


"a= God for the: _ than 
to quarrel at the abundance. I, 


would be very humorſome and 


_ fooliſh to complain that thi 
Rivers run with more Water 
than is neceſſary for our occa. 
ſions; and twould have been 
abſurd perverſeneſs in the IJ 
raolites to have murmured, be- 
agaKaauſe more Manna fell chan che 
# 1 > could ooh: „ 
B. Do you not Poa then 
1 . char chere ma) be over · doing i 15 | 


yd N e 


n 4. Les ubtießz, when alll 
1 Religi 10us. Offices are run into 
| Preaching ; when that exclude 

= the he public, Prayers, and Cate: 

cChiſing; when private Preach 

1 ing * are ſet apart without 
1 Autho 


py r . — 


Jer to humour the . x | 
tonneſs of vain People; all theſe . 
are over doing. - 

B. But is not confine "ot = 


concerni ing - Preaching. 


ching twice every Sunday, be- 


ſides occaſional Week] V Sermons, 


too much? 
A. It may be too ani * | 
the Strength and Health of the 
Miniſter; it may be too much, 
where the People will not fre- 
quent thoſe Afternoon Sermons, 5 
or are prejudiced againſt them; 
it may be-ſo in Country Pariſh- | 
e, and where no remarkable 


Iinconvenience arifeth from the 


omiſſion of them: But in Cities 

and great Towns, (as the times 
are) they are in a manner ne- 
ceſſary; ſince without them, 


eople would idle more about, MY 


—_ 
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4 Dialogue | 
. more- would run to: mw 
Conventicles; and twould oc! 
caſion the reproach'ot lazinch 
on our Miniſters, and turn di 
vers off from the Church, that 
are kept in tolerable order by 
this double dili gence. 4 
here is not juſt: a wal 
Preaching ſet aol ſtated by the 
Laws of Chriſt, and the Church 
asg maſt not be exceeded; but 
ſo much 1 15 QUE as 4 dification 


| _ and Order require; now 


5.18 more or lefs, according as 


I | -.- circumſtances of times are; 


and ours are ſuch as make it 
very behooveful for Mini 

_ abound. in this work; What is is 
grievous in it is to them, who 
have much more labour im- 
| Poke on chem chan former 


times 


-AY 


| concerning s Preaching. 
pected, and 1 NY 2 | 


couragetnent, that is faln as 
much (or more) than their £ 
work is increaſt-. So that tis 
indeed very hard upon them, 
but we, the People, have no 
reaſon to complain. 


frequent and common, be- 
comes contemptible by it; and 0 
i a much the leſs heeded.” Ort: 
A. This is too true: and tis 
great Evil and Diſcourage- 
er to thoſe that labour in the 


a ſtop to the courſe of Preach - 
ing to cure this abuſe, would in 


— be followed with a 4 
E * * train 


wr advanced in proportio—-—- 
nable maintenance, and en 


B. But Preaching being wo | 


Word and Doctrine: but What 5 
help for it? To reſtrain and put 


7 * 
A > ay * - * 
— —% 2 
* F : 8 NW 
. —_ — 
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8 — — 
train $655 greater. Evils ; and aff 
_ circumſtances are, it could not 
be. done, without manifeſt dani 
ger to the great Intereſts both of 
Church and State. If the regu- 
lar Clergy ſhould leave fre-W 
qũent 9 the Conven i 
ED would fwalloy 
all: and therefore, upon the 
Whole, whatever is to. bf 
thoug ht . the thing it ſelh i 
naked: y, and abſtractedly com 
ſidered, it is not, I think, any 
matter of juſt complaint, tha 
there is ſa much Preaching: 
where the fault is not in thc 
quality, 2. pleno 1s: no N 
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1 Vance. 
3 5 C For my part Bft con. 
| feſs I. leldom hear Sermons, | 
N che ane of the Cour 

and 


concerning Pꝛeaching. 
and I care not much for : 
Preaching, | 3 11 4 
A. It is a great unhappineſs 
to mankind, that we are ſo apt 
to run from one extreme into 
another: In the late times (and 


ſtill among ſome) Preaching 
and Hearing were in a manner 
all the Religion: and the Pray - 
ers of the Church deſpiſel, and 
excluded; and nw, ſome on 
the quite contraty, pretend to 
magnific the publick Prayers, 
but vilifie Preaching; and make 
Hearing nothing. So chat one 
Jay and part of Religion is ſet 
up to conflict and deſtroy ano- 
cher. And 1 obſervc, that uſu - 
ah People of this pretence, do 
0 in 800d. earneſt care for nei- 
J ther. Os i i _ 
= 2 3 reach: —_ 


. ah * 8 Wo 
ha _ — n * . Is" I PR * 
f FE * >. : 
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cd his mind unto Men in al 


1 Preach more on chis plain and 


10 1 _ 


Precht is an Evangelical | 
Inſtiturion, go” the Commilſſy 
on given the Apoſtles was, that 
they ſhould Lo and teach all Na 

tions: and Saint Paul ſaith, 
twas zeceſſary for him to Preath 

the Goſpel, and woc to him if he 

did it not; andt that he was not 

ſent to 'Baptiſe: but to Preach. iſ 

1 Cor. 1. 17 ισ. not to do the 

| former. chiefly: | Faith comes . by 

hearing; and hom fhatl they ha 
without 4 Preacher? This Was 
the way whereby God: convey. 


times. M Was 5 ge gs 
— and God ſpake 
12 n 0 old, by the Preach- 

_ of. etnies I need not 


vell known Subject. 1 
„ 5234 : = TD C. But 


concerning Preaching. - 11 


C. But ours I ſuppoſe is ak 1 


like the Apoſtolical and VI. 5 
cal Preaching.  - 

A. It is not indeed) ike theirs 
in reſpect of the immediate inſpi- 
ration- which the Prophets' and 
Apoſtles had, but our Miniſters 
have not. It is not like in re- 
ſpect of the Authority of an im- 
mediate miſſion, aſſiſted by the 
miracles they were Amhla to 
perform; it is not like in reſpect 
of the perfons preacht to, I £ 
were chiefly Infidels ; . or the 
circumſtances of the action; 
otlins he Ferked Prim, el M. 
cency, which now are uſed, but 
could not be then. Bur as to 
the matter, and the ends, which 


are the main things, our 


preaching 3 is as theirs Was; our 
1 74. 


Nn 2 


* 2 


9 "ii 4 Dialogue a. A 
"Is Preach the fame 1 


ſus in the circumſtances of his 


Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrecti. 


on, Aſcenſion, Mediation, and 
all tlie reſt; the ſame Doctrines, 


Duties, Incouragements, Re- 
wards: and puniſhments: with 


ti ſame deſign of pecſuad ing 
Men in order to the glory of 
- God, and the Salvation of their 


Souls, as the Apoſtles, and Pri. 


mitive Preachers did. 


C. All theſe were hey to 


be Preach'd to Men while they 


continued in Judaiſin, or Heathe- 
niſm; but what need of them 
nom, when they are believ d and 
entertained in the World? 
A. There is ſtill need, and 
will be ſo to the Worlds end. 
There are PS! that muſt be 


initia- | 


concerning reaching 13 
er and adult that are 3 4 
be confirmed ;. there are weak. 
ti. © to be ſtrengthened; and doubt - 
ing to be reſolved, and ſetledl; 
there arc Pious to be directed, 23 
and Wicked to be reproyed ; ow 
ch There are Hereticks and other 
Erroneous, and many who at 
of Wche bottom are Infidels, that 
muſt be. confuted, and; with- 
l. ſtood : . Theſe needs are and. 
ill be ill, and Preaching is 
the ordinary means that God 5 
hath appointed in his Church to. 
Miniſter to ſuch occaſions, ſo -< 
that this was not a temporary. Or- 
dinance to ſerve. the firſt times 
only, but is of perpetual ne- 
ceſſity and uſe. , And therefore 
| when our Saviour delivered the 
Commiſſi ion to the Apoſtles to 
he. BG teach 


33 mY t Dillogue 


teach all N tions; he gave it to 


them ang their ſaceefſors, and 


1 annext a promiſe of his perpe- 


tual help, winch continues ſtill, 
And will abvays az. that he 


C 


would be with them to the end o 
_ the world, © 

C Well, well! 1 . 1 
1 as much as the Preacher 
can tell me; and therefore ſhall 
not trouble my ſelf much with 
hearing Sermons. | 
A. No wiſe Man will. think 
you the more knowing for that 
opinion. You have read what 


one that knew a great deal ſaid, 


Seeſt thou a Man wiſe in his oum 
conceit, there is more hope of a foil 
than of him, Prov. 26. 12. And 


„ another, He that thinks he knows 


5 an) thing, " nothing yet as he 
"YE — Re - ought 


| 


_ concerning Paeaching- 15 I 
ought to know. 1 Cor. 8. 2, For 
cyen Apoſtles, and the greateſt, 
confeſt that they knew bur in 
; Par 5 and ſaw through a glaſs 2 
he = darkly. 1 Cor. 13. 9. And Solo-. 


7 - 
* 
- 
o 


von you know hath pronounc'd - | 


roundly againſt opiniators,faying, = 
That tis the foo/ that rageth, ant 
is confident, Prov. 14. 16. But 
if you did know fo much, chat 
you were not to be taughr, yet 
ſince others do not, and Preach* _ 
ng is neceſſary for their wants, 
you ought to encourage their 
at attendance by your example, 
d. though you had no other rea- 
Yn ſon to hear Ser mons * | Tea, You 3 
/ vould have need however to 
d hear on your on ſcore; For 
„the deſign of Preaching is not tc 
„teach Men new things; not 
J 


\ 


% 
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1 TI - Dialogue 


y- * © inform the Under- | 
* in matters before un · 
known but ſometimes it gives 
2 order and method to our 
= - thoughts, which perhaps were 
perplext, and ſo ſets things in 
dheir right place, helping us to 
= ® clearneſs of conception, which 
| +1 a great advantage: It is de- 
an d to bring known things to 
our Minds, to render them pre- 
ſent to our Thoughts, to awaken 
Conſi deration, and by that to 
excite the Affections, and ingage 
the practice. It is not ſo much 
our want, that we do not know | 
our duty, as that we are dead, 
and cold, and averſe to practiſe 
what we are acquainted with; 
ſo that it is the buſineſs of / 
. Preaching + 70 ker bela us the 
2 2 3 "ONE" 
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concerning Preaching. | 


proper motives, and pu Fe 


tions to move us to ſutable 


action. The grand cauſe of 
Mens Sins and Neglects is incon- 


fideration, and Preaching is a 


ſometimes find your ſelf much 


means to cure that. And let me 
ask you, whether you do not 


moved by what is ſaid, and - 


preſt by another, when you had. 


had the ſame things in your 
mind before, without effect? 

I cannot deny that; but 1 
ſce but little good that Preach- 


ing doth in the World: Men re · 


main the fame after all cheir 


bearings. 80 


4. Morc ond: many. dungs 


is done than appears; and I 
Joubt not but it is ſo in the pre- 
| lent caſe, There are Seeds of 


"1 
- *£ * * \ 


""_>_ 


_ — — 


i 


1 ==; 1 2 
"Pity me Vettue ſown in the 
Soul, that ſhew themſelves not 
a long while after, till time, 
further conſideration and occa- 


ſion bring them forth; many 
Convictions lodged in che Con- 


ſciences of wicked Men, that 
= lic chere like fire in a Flint, 
= till they are excited, and then 


they become means and inſtru- 


= — of repentance : many 
hints of truths taken without 


preſent emotion, that after- 
wards much influence the un- 
derſtanding and practice, ſome 
habitual fear of Tod, and love 
and eſteem of Religion, planted 
 infenſibly in the mind, that in 
their ſeaſon work great effects; 55 
and doubt not but by theſe, 


* chat are very bad, are in 
divers 4 


concerning; x Preching. . 
divers inſtances reſtrain” d _ 
rendered lefs wicked than o_ 
KF wiſc they would be. And though 
1 have as deep a Senſe of che 
vileneſs of the World as moſt 
Men have, yet I queſtion not but 
that it would be very much 
worſe were it not for Preach- - || 
ing ; many there are who pub: 
lickly own, and ſhew the be- 
nefit they receive from it, and 
tis fit the River ſhould run on. 
though but few Men, or Beaſts " 
are reſreſh'd by M 
C. We have indeed oh of 
great effects of Preaching here 
tofore, as of Jonas on the Nine-. - A 
dite, and St: Peter's on the three 
thouſand converted at one Ser- 
mon; and Orpheus and others 
I the — have done 
rue 


'4 
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wa 


s hu” 
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13 en by the 8 «1 
their Poetry and Eloquence; 
but now we "fas no ſuch things; 
which is a plain indication that 3 
our Preaching is little worth. 
A. Tis an ill meaſure to 
| judge of the worth of things by 
their ſucceſs. The Inſtances 
you give are great, but as Con- 
lere Preachers as thoſe 
have not ſucceeded, as they did. 
Lou know how it was wich 
Mah in reference to the old 
World, to whom he preach'd 
many Years without ſucceſs on 
any, | befides ſome of his own 
Family: Lot, no doubt, exhorted 
Som re ora the Sodomites, but 
to how little purpoſe? Ihe 
Prophets were  carneft and 
e in their Preaching,” 


and 


concerning L Preaching g. 


and yet few believed dein re- of 1 
port, but the People continued == 
ſtill a ſtubborn and perverſe ge- 
Our Saviour Preacht 


neration. 
to many that would neither re- 
ceive him, nor his Doctrine, not- 
withſtanding the Divinity of his 
perſon, and the Power of his 


Miracles: And St. Paul, one of + 
the moſt powerful of Preachers, 
after great pains with: the:Thefſa: - | 


lonians ſeems to fear that he had 


| | labour d in-vain with them, 1 Theſ. 


3. 5. and after much inſtructi- 
on beſtowed on the Hebrews he 


complains that though for the | 
time, they ought to have been 
teachers, they had ftill need to be 
tanght again which were the 
Principles oe the Oracles of God. 
bees e Socher the 


N — - = A PT be by - ans th 3 * / > oY A 8 6 * * n 
. * > nah 2 * * 4 > | 5 . 
_ 4 o 
LR n i 
* 
2 0 
i 
* * 
F 
* 
. 
* 


want of Wendt is not ne 8 
ft chargeable on: the Preach. ö 
ing. And urs certainly hath i 
28 great 2 ſubject, as great ends, 
as great motives, and as great 
helps as ever any, bating the 
immediate and extraordinary Clad | 
3 Therefore doubtleſs 5 de- 
felt i is in the Preaching, and our 
Preachers have not the way, or 
ability to uſe thoſe advantages. 
A. Our Preachers are Men, 
' and: have imperfections; and I 
confeſs there are divers forts of 
_ Preaching that have noperſua- 
f. ve force in them: But yet ma- 
ny that have moved much, have 
been in their Perſons, - know- 
ledge, and other natural talents 
as indifferent, as generally our 
Divines are: and ſome of our. 
8 . 


— 


concerning Preaching. 2 Ws 
Preaching i is as ſubſtantial, | 
and: forceable, both as to ths 


matter, and manner of it. as per- 


haps any Age fince the Apoſtles 
| hath yielded; and yet ſuch doth 4 
not prevail. There is therefore 
ſomewhat more in it chan you 


imagin. . 0 
. Pray what? I 


24007 In. 10 your nſw 1 
mation in 2 2 matter, I in- 


treat you to conſider, that in all 


affairs, both of nature and mo- 
rality, che ſeemingly greateſt 
and fitteſt means, many times, 
produce nothale 1: when things 


mean, and to appearance, con- 


- | cemptible, work wonders. This 


might br exemplified in divers 
of the great changes of the 


W and is to be Hers daly., 
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in the variations that 8 in 
the Spirits, and Actions of par- 


tain diſpoſitions required in 
: Subject, in order to its being 
affected, or altered by the 
Agent: where thoſe diſpoſiti. 
ons are, a ſmall matter makes 
great impreſſion; but where | 
8 are not, the greateſt effects 
nothing: The 1 warm Sun, 
and — Showers cauſe 
no verdure on a Rock; when a 
few kindly Beams, and favour- 
able Dogs make the Graſs ſhoot. 
in the fruitful Meads. There 
are analogous preparations and 
_ diſpoſitions in the Spirits of 
Men, that ariſe from the. con- 

currence of many circum- 
ſtances, 1 8 the 3 of 


ticular Men. There are cer. 


concerning ; Preaching. 2 5 


which is not obſerved: where 
ſuch are as are proper to n 
che ſubject, mean inſtruments 
work mightily, where they are 
wanting, the ſame, yea and thoſe 
that in themſelves are more 
tent and forcible, are fruicleſly | 
| cwploy'd. - Now under che 
appearance of the ſame prin- 
ciples, inclinations, humours and 

a ppetites, there is a vaſt inſen- | 
» Il ſible diverſity in theſe unheeded 
circumſtances ; ſo that one is ⁵ 
powerfully moved by that 
which no way affects another; 
as we ſee in a trivial inſtance of 
one Man's being inflamed by the 
c | *aſionot Love by the ſight of an 
r agreecable Beauty, that is no- 
ching taking to another, equally 
1  Amorous $ — the ſmalleſt 
f e | thing 


_ To unly illuſtr. 
Rat: I endeavour to repre- 


810 ae d toge 
St. Peter's three thou: 
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| concerning g Prearhini g 


3 in thoſe 3 - 
converſions, were acted by an 
1 Spirit, Which 
aye them extraordinary aſ- 8 8 
ance, and prepar d the hearts 
5 Men for thoſe; wonderful 
changes; and it was not the bare 
pra” force of their Preaching, _ 
and Eloquence that was the 
cauſe Ko choſe. mighty operati— 
ons: So that theſe are not fair — -_ 
inſtances in our caſe. CURE. _- © 0G 
C, But will you not W -i 
that Preaching "hath generally ß 
affected more in other of the or- | 
dinary Ages © the Church, than 25 4 3 
it doth in th? —— 
A. I muſt g grant it, and wink. 
1 chat it ſcarce © ever influence the 
14 peo ple leſs. = 
. 5 d is not che 2 4 7 1 
_ " 
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I 
of 155 want of ordinary fuccel 1 
the meanneſs and defects of the 


_ preſent Preaching- 


A. You may gather from 


. what I have been ſaying, that] 


do not judge fo. |: \s in parti. 
cular Perſons, ſo in publick 
Bodies, and in whole — 
there may be a concurrence of 
farourable o croſs | circum: | 
- ſtances that either dif) poſe to, or 
| hinder the effect and influence | 
of Preaching. Jou remember 
* in the beginning of the late 
unhappy times, the Preaching 
"of the Puritan Miniſters .( hs 
ſo call d) did great things, 
 Rrangely prevailing | upon the 
People; and there were, no 
doubt, conſiderable changes 
eee _ many of "Liv 
| : Ives 


— 


e E Preach U 


tion 


many things that diſpoſed the 
Multitude to be ſo affected. 


They were much ſcared with. - 


| pery, - by thoſe who pretend ed 
r themſelves to be the only 
1 Preachers ,'\and Defenders of 


and People that are frighted are 
ſoftned, and rendred very —4 
preſſi ble: and then, the pr 


ee of thoſe Men were eo 


Ir 2 ee that they 


— 


OT Ls =o taught, 5 


the noiſe of Superſtition and- 2 — 


2 
* 
0 


taking, it was all Light and My. 


i * — — at leaſt, to 3 — 
m open Prophancneſs, - = 
and Irreligion ; which we have _ | 


no need to aſcxibls to their hav= 
1 ing greater matters to ſay thlan 
ti· ¶ vere ſaid before, orTince: But 
ck there was then a concurrence.of * I 


the pure, and Spiritual Religion: 7 8 1 
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Sans fe out by new conceits,” 
and new phraſes, by great ear 
nefineſy and fervours of mighty 
zeal, which things eſpecially 
ben chey are new; fill the ima 
gination, and by that work ex. 
 ceadingly pon the affections of 
vulgar: Beſides vine te 
contented 3. Men were "angry 
with their Governours; and 
_ Uiffarisfied with che legal eſta- 
bliſhments (which then "Twas 
part of the power of godlineſs to 
oppoſe): And this begat the 
Skeater Spinion of, and affecti 
hoſe Preachers, and 

3 Doctrmes: : Theirs were 

| -looked. on as the only Soul: 
= ſaving Sermons, and thoſe con- 
= 3 Ceits contributed mi ighuly * 
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bende Preaching. - 
8 ſucceſs of them: ſo that 


met op 


remember, that thoſe moving 


plains of the . comparative. un- 


n- the Pe 


TS - 
"Jo . | 


Preachers affected nothing fo | 
much as they had done before: 
Then we heard great com- — 


they could not chooſe but pe: 
vail upon warm, imaginative 
people, ſo prepared and diſpo: 
ſed. But when the conſtituti :- 
ons of the Church were deftroy- © 
ec, and thoſe ways no longer 
ofition, when the no- 
velty of the Notions and Phra - 
{es was over, and the things be- 
gan to grow ſtale, and accu- 
ſtomed to them, then you max 


cre frequency of converſions, - J — 
ul the loſs of that warm zeal- that 

ople were acted by in te 
00 former Season. Such were tbe 
N 62 — 4 
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3 tions clay abo to 
= ome Ree But our Mini- 
ſters are under the quite contrary 
eee ſo that tis a rare 
thing if any of them be very 
Popular. thou _ never fo excel 
lent Preachers: -. 

r. Pray what are choſe did 
vantage you ſpeak of? | 

A. The. generality of- "th 
! Peb ple have their phancies pre. 
. poſieſt with the Notions, Phra. 
ſes, and Ways of thoſe: other 
Men, and. fo are prejudiced, or 
indiſpoſed to that Preaching that 
Vould inſtruct them better. Mz 
10 of them follow thoſe Teach: 
ers into Conventicles, and ſe- 
veral that do not, have an 
hankring aſter the Garlick and 
Ofens 1 and others arc 2 
T an 


= 5 | concerning + Preaching. 55 — 
and indifferent to ſuch matters 


our Miniſters See 
and contempt: 
have begot in man) an averſi- 


ing between the Nocent' ane | 
the Innocent : Atheiſts, Papiſts, - 9 
Phanaticks , 
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one way, or other: The hurt 
that the irregular leading Men 
did by their Preaching, hath be- 
got in ver a diſlike and diſ- © {| 
eſteem or the thing it ſelf : and * 
for their ſakes alſo Te Perſons of 


- Thar practices 
on, or atleaſt a diſregard to the : | 
Clergy, as fuch,. not diſtinguiſh: ; 


the N 


lers, 3nd: the -covetous , enyů:- 
ers, mike it cheir bulineſs 0 i 
ſlander „yvilifie, and 5 
them. The preferments. that 
ate good raiſe enyy, the vaſt 
wunder of mean and poor 
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5 Vierage beget contempt, and 
both the one and the other, as | 

il will can take occaſion, are 


3 applied to the whole Order. 
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C. But do you not think the 


preſent Clergy have a great ma- 
my faules that deſerve the dif i 
"mY reſpẽ <& that is fallen on then: 


A. So big ga Body of Men can. 


5 not be 5 Faults: but 
could be too great a diverſio ion 


| | I - - from our preſent buſineſs to 


diſcourſe what I have to ſay of 
that now, I may take another 


A on to talk with you fully 


it ir; 1 ſhall only note at 
. preſenr; that they ſuffer for o- 
. thers faults as much, or more, 
than for their own. Many of 
1 old Romiſh Prieſth got 

"=. * ons 5 by abuſing the 


BG credu- | 


3 * 
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e OS. 6 


di. 00 mech, and every one 
I (almoſt) is nimming, and 
10 catching from them what he 


tious Clergy Preach'd us into 
Rebellion; and many are ſo 
ſet againſt the whole Order . 
it, that they cannot endure any.” 
of that Gown, though moſt 


- and ſince there is ſuch an un; 
7 G4. | "0 


b. can. The Fanatical and Sedi- 


concerning ; Preaching. 3s 4 | 1 3 


Py 


at & polite to thoſe. Price; ples;: . Þ 
Ways: Now the ns thus 
as to their Faculty and N = 
it cannot be expected that their 
- Labours ſhould be very taking 1 3 


wi 


6 * 4 — e A 
= — ae of ſo many 
other circumſtances to indiſ. 
poſe the People to the preſent 
Preaching, it is no wonder our 
Preachers have not that influ - 
die, ſe lead not the popu: . 
=. 7 uf 3 ſome. others have 
He: But⸗ i eee 
3 Dee, it fill, though the 
| N oyelty you ſpoke of be over, 
Which is a ſign it was not that 
Which occaſioned their ſo great 
1 and ſucceſs, e 
A. Novelty was one of the 
. concurring circumſtances men- 
z al that is gone indeed, but 
9 <cheomhers are revived, and new 
> 5 the fears of Po pery, the 
4 ppoſition to "Eltablihencats,- iy 
=. te kanten, the glory: of be ; 


exceſs of Atheiſm and Pro- 


they look on as. oppreſt, by be- 3 | 
W | 9 ſtick cloſe, and to hear —_ 


J tion and zeal of en 2 
which affords them advantages of 


x Preaching. '37 x Py ; ; 3 | 
ing thought more Godly, - the 


Rey of Perſecution, and ſuch. _- 
lie, are as formerly: and there 5 A 
are over and above, the great. + 


phaneſs, that the ſcandals — 98 
have brought on Religion fave” - 
occaffoned ; and their pity. to- 
wards their” Teachers whom- #} 
ing diſplaced: Theſe make 


their Preachers With more 


for Fame and Applauſe. But for 


all this, though when they de: 


claim againſt Itolatr ry, Superſtiti, _ 


on, Will-worſhip, Formality, lu 
People figh and take on, and 4 
ſem to be gh. a Fob I 
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et 8 hs Preach heartily and 
home againſt Malice, C neg. 
1 Wie Zeal, Lying, Slanatr- 
_ing \ Schiſm, Di ſobedience to Law. 
Governors, Spiritual Priab, 
1 wardneſs, fonduefs towards un- 
certain Opinions, and ſuch like Sins 

the Partics ; they: will then 

ind very cold Entertainment of 
3 Doctrine, and move no 
Paſſions by it, but Rage and Ani 
moſit/ _ againſt chemſelyes ; and 
the Conſequents, withdrawing 8˙ 
from their Meetings, and bitter 
. - xevilings of their Perſons. So. 
- that Aieed their Teachers hon 
8 ſoever eſteem d have 


not power to move them to any 
- thing contrary. to their Humor, 

the corrupt Intereſt of their 
"Vary: and: therefore I never 
5 CERES - heard 
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concerning e Preaching g. 3 „ 
heard but of one Man among 
them who durſt venture to tell 
them plainly and honeſtly their 


own Sins; and him, though o- 3 
therwiſe the moſt. pes er 


Perſon. that goes with them, 7 3 
they worry, and perſecute win 


cheir barereſt reproaches and in- 5 4 


- veces: - 
D. For my page: think: . 
va y for our Miniſters to bring 
the, People back again to our 
Church, would be to out · preach 
thoſe Teachers which you fo - 


| | much condenan. 


A. But who ſhall FED Jodks -- 


what ſort of Miniſters out- 


preach the other? The peo pls 


- fo diſpoſed and prepoſſeſt, as 15 
have ſhewn ours generally are, 
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and cant in their Phraſes, 
and ſtand in oppoſition to the 
Sovernment; ſo that though 
our Miniſters ſpake all like 
1 and all 3h braycd. 
like Aſſes, . thoſe People AT! 
give the power and ipirituality 
on therr ſide. 1 ſuppoſe, yu 
know the Apologue, the Night. 
'E and Cuckoo ſung, the 
was judge; The appeal 
was made, and the Sentence was, 
That he could not deny but the 
e did well, but for 
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5 Le Song he Was for the 


3 D. They wil a de xd 1 
b a there is not fo au Elo. 
gquence and fine Language in 


. their Sermons, | but they | are 
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5 commended and followed Fg * 
their Plainneſs 


. metaphorical and ambiguous; and 


obſcurely in Phraſes, and odd | 
| Schemes of Speech, not under 

ſtood, and ſcarce intelligible; _=— 
3 hath been ſufficiently ſhewn 3 | 
in divers. late Books Theſe 
the People having been uſed: \£9\ + 4 


A. Plainneſs is one of 5 baſk. 


characters any Sermon, or other 4 


Diſcourſe can have; and he is 
the Speaker that hath the art to 


be — But one of the rome" 
faults J find with thoſe Mens 
Sermons is, that they are not 

ſo. They generally ſtate their 


Doctrines confuſedly, in words | 
direct to practice mylicall), ane 


them in the late times bs 


J though. OE: underſtand” n 
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1 n in them, 8 . 
them to be plain; at leaſt to be 
ſo to-ftiritual Underſtandings 
- which they preſume their own 
are. Another part of their Plain - 
6 conſiſts in homely ſimilitudes, 
and rude and lene: Allafions; 
-. accommodated to the humor 
of the Vulgar, WhO love | fach 
© alien Preaching, ds they call 
it, which is indeed a debaſing of 
— ——_ and expoſu 
they deliver to the ſcorn of thoſe | 
3 a better reliſh. | 'Whercas- 
our - Miniſters © repreſent their 
3 —55 Inſtructions in 
0 A clearneſs of Thought, and ſim- 
- pliciry of Speech; "Sion non 
; cal Myfteries, and Words 
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without Meaning. This I am 
ure is Tein thoſe that I hear, ar and. 
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I hope moſt other regular Mini- 


ter endeayour the ſame. FE 
D. And yet I have bes 


| rope complain that they can- 


not underſtand 3 
ſters. 


. PEO wouls' fay, 


5408 been ſo much uſe 10 nom 25 
ſenſe, that Senſe is a hard 1 I 
to them: Plaineft things may / 
| ſeem difficult to thofe that are E | 
not accuſtomed to hear them. 1 
Our Miniſters find it E 


ſometimes to ſhew the reaſo- 
 hableneſs of the Principles and 
Duties of the Chriſtian Religion, 
for the aſſiſtance of coe of 
more advanced Underſtandings, 
"aa the pretences and a. 
ſaults of Atheiſts and Infidels: | 


aud tis | impoſſible ſo to * 1 
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| 5 hs matters that concern 
choſe great ſubjects, as that 
| E _ very; vulgar Head, that hath 
© Nor been uſed to thinking, and 
* deep reaſoning, ſhould. prefent- 
ly take them. No, theſe though 
never ſo plainly diſcours d wil 
| F require manly, exerciſed minds, 
or they will not be receiy d, or 
| . comprehended ;- ;- and Miniſters i 
muſt divide the word to every 
one his portion, and not always 
ſpeak to one ſort... If there be 
any thing in this complaint, 
here I am ſure is the ground, 
which the Preachers cannot help, 
except they could create Un. 
derſtandings for their Hearers: 
Otherwiſe — 5 indeavour, pro- 
les and practiſe Plainneſs: and 


in thole Jubjects. too, as far as 
„ 18 | 5 RE hs wy” OEM: 5 the 4 
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Their Ornament and all t 


againſt them that they chiefly 


for their affectation of myſteri⸗ 
ous. Nonſenſe, and words with- 


plain. | 
reaſon that the moſt learned Men 


nd cannot deſcend to ordinary 

Ga pacities. 

"A > te aye indeed often = 
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pretend as Language, is plan. 7 
neſs: and the great fault they 
accuſe / the others of is want of 
it: you may ſee in their Books Þ| 


reprove, and expoſe thoſe Men 7 
out Knowledge, that is, for 
their not being intelligible, and 


D. Plain Preaching doubtleſ 3 
is beſt: and that it may be is the _— 


are not the beſt Preachers ; . 
they ſpeak in a Scholar like way, 4 | 
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the nature of hs thing will b — 9 
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chat 5 as a maxim, but 
thou hath ſome ſhew of 
1 aig yet there is much miſtake, 
if not malice” againſt Learning 
ere are a ſort of learned 


Men who have ſpent moſt of 


their time, and pains upon 


guages and Antiquities (ching, | | 
in their kind very good and 


; Es uſeful) others whoſe chief em- 
= - By ment hath been School 


Pivinity, and the Spinoſities of 
Controverſie: and theſe of cach 
Eind, generally get great fame 
for Learning. But then, per- 
- haps, they do not exerciſe them 
_ felyes in Preaching, which is 2 
© very diſtinct from thoſe 
ſtudics, and requires proper 
helps and indeavours, and there 
Fw” it 9 5 when ſuch. 

| „ „ 


dry and harſh, favouring of the 
metering of their Sendies and 


Moral and -Practical Divinity : 


of thofe ſorts. And this I think 


to furniſh their 
clear and right Conceptions,” to 


ons of Men, 


| rows practical Theology, to 


D that their Senden are 


having little of the Genius f i 


This I know is the caſe of ſome, 
ſay not of all the Learned Men 


5 _ occaſion of the Obſervati · 
But then there is another 
fore of Learned Men, whoſe de 
ng hath been to ſtudy things, 
Minds With "LY 


make Obſervations: on Human 
Nature, the Manners and Acti- 
to turn their 
"Thoughts, after duc ee RE. 
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their —.. g and knowledge 
inabled to 1 peak with the moſt 
judgment, propriety and plain- 


neſs, For (as. I. intimated be- 


' one). it requires Parts and Un- 
derſtanding to be plai 


ly that would noon ſo: and the 


true uſeful Learning is the pro- 
per inſtrument to We a Man 


for that. 


D. But lo much K nowleds 
= - 5 and Underſtanding is 8 
do the conſtituting a true and 
plain Preacher, methinks we 


ſhould not have ſo many in that 


buſineſs: for the maintenance 
ol -Miniſters is in moſt places ſo 
_ © ſmall, that it will not afford en- 
R for ſuch Men; and 
| „ others N 
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8 And theſe are by 


aln- He 
muſt think "Jiſtinetly and clear- 
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concerning Pꝛeuching 49 
others that are unqualified d. 
bparage the Profeſſion, and do 
miſchief to che publick. 8 
A IF Þ ſhould ſpeak to the - 
> thing It ſelf, I fhould ſay, that as 
che maintenance for Miniſters, 
and the conſequents are, poſſi- 
by a much leſs number o ß 
1 — might ſuffice; But 
our circumſtances muſt 22 H 
| | fidered? The common People — 
count almoſt nothing elſe Ser- 
vicc, and, diſcharge. of duty in 
upply of a Cure, but Preaching: 
and the Diſſenters carry all by 
bat, fo that as our affairs are, 
| gener indifferent Preaching may 
be more expedient, than much 
better, when more limited and 
| refrained; But as to this, the 
Goyernours of the Church TY 4 
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| concerning A Preaching. 


1 I Preaching is Worſhip, we : I 
cy Hearing. For Preaching is pub. 
- Biking God's Mind and Will, -. 

chat the People may know his 


Truth, and obey his Laws: and 


by g If they are not 


known, how ſhall they be be- 


lev d? if not believ d how can 
they be honoured? and how can 
- be either known or be- 
1rd without being publiſh'd _ 
how can they believe on him of 
whom th 


can they! 


ar without a Preacher? 
Rom. 10. 14. This is part of his 


Homage and Worſhip, he is ſent } 

to Preach © the Goſpel. And — 
Publick. Hearing God's: Word i 
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lenmly acknowledge, chat he b 
that we deſire to 
know how we may acceptably 


Hur Lord, 


fave him: That he is our Tea 
cher, and we are willing to be 
* ructed by his Word declared 
and ex Jained by his Meſſengers: 
That in Rim is our ſupream 


ee. and that we arc 


deſirous to know how we: may 
and all this is do- 


«, 3 vv 


our to God our 
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Maker, r why es 1 Pau 


be denied to 
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8 C. This 4 have 3 hel N 
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not 
to che prejudiee of our duty. 
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A. It is true, but we: ſhould 
eceive eyery bold ſaying 
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There are many ſuch chi pan 


ei; for current among thoſe that 


late willing to coma them, 
that would not bear the tryal; | 
and we ought to examine the 
things we hear before we admit 2M 


them. a7 


C. 1 * 1 differ PR: you * 
that But pray don't you think 
chat Catechi/ing is better and more 


uſeful than fo much Preaching : - 


A. Such compariſons | are 
odious. One duty ſhould not 
Ibe commended to the diſparage- . {| 
ment of another; each ought. to 


have its place. And indeed 


Catechiſing is a ſort of Preach- 
ing; it is but another way of 
caching che Principles of Chri- 
Iſtian Religion; and is no doubt 
very uſeful, and much needed: 3 
| 1 o 
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_w- {65: Py che -Pulpit-Preachin 
would not exclude this, both 
becauſe the Church hath re 
quired it, and becauſe that wil 
enter and make impreſſion one 
way, that will not another. And 
Catechiſing hath been uſed in 
IN the beſt Ages of the Church with 
x". oo 18 00d ſucceſs. This you 
13 AN our Miniſter doch pet. 


— 


dborm one ſeaſon of the Tear; till 
all the Youth is gone over that 
he can get to that Exerciſc: and 
during all that time he Preach: 
eth alſo in the Afternoon upon 
ſome Catechiſtical head, in order 
for the Inſtruction of the Men 
and Women; as well as Children. 
So that as Preaching doth not 
F — exclude Catechiſing, neither ol | 
= i. On" EO" ine. © 
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5 double ous 1 confeſ⸗ for 4 


Prcacher fo to c but the Peo- 


ple (at leaſt in great Towns) - 
will not be 0 without 


the Afternoon Sermon, and-a- . 
Miniſter cannot do his duty to 


the Church, and his Shake, _ 


without tie cher, in fit times. 
On this Occaſion I muſt take 
notice to You, that generally 

the People are very cold, negli- 
gent, and wanting to their 
Children in this matter, in that 


they do not duly Catechiſe them 
© at — and do their Parts for 


the inſtrucking them in the 


* by * " 


principles of Religion; with- 


ren, out ſomething of this kind, wat 1 


done in publick will not ſig- 


nific much: And tis throug th . > 
the want of Domeſtick inftru&ti- 
ze So H 3 
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on, — People grow. up! fff 


much in. Ignorance, and ar 


thereby ſo apt to be. blowy 
about by every. wind of vain 

5 Doctrine ; and to be drawn 
away from the Church by even 
pretender that whiſtles them 
either to the Church of Rowe, 

on the one hand, or che Secte on 
the D 


C. But Carta, 700 "ay 


= Preaching, and what! would 


: . you have private Men Preach? 


A. Yes, every private Chit 
ſtian may and ought to Preach 
in this Senſe. Every ſuch is a 
Prieſt to his own Family, that is 
it his duty to teach them the] 
great things of Religion, ac- 
n to the beſt of his skill 
: ao: ace This is one 
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| concert = Pieathing, 7 | 
way to provide for our Fami- 
* les, and tis the moſt neceſſar/ . ; 
Men had better neglect 'the IN 
getting cheir Children and Ser- 
OY vants Bread and Cloaths, than ³⁵ 
"Jo omit the care about this gre 
Auf ter and more needed pro le. 
Tis noted to the honour of the 
Holy Patriarch, That he would 
vo beck hisC bes: Timothy Was 
a taught the Scriptures | from a 
Touth, and all Parents are re- 
8 quired to bring up their Chill. 
dren in ray) ag and admoni-' = 
tion of the Lord. Were not this 
duty fo much neglected, Mini- 
* ſters would find cheir People 
more teachable, and leſs un- 
of capable of the greater and 
PE ffronger* truchs that they yet 
know gd more tenacious of, - 
„„ HA 3 and 3 
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| and, der ſetled in thoſe that I. 
| they, know already, and more 
able to ſhame, and to reſiſt the 
attempts of Gain-fayers.- © 
Among all the bb we 
have, this is very much needed, 
| -and the great defect that is the 
occaſion of moſt of our Church · 
maladies lies here, We are 
very apt to catch at any thing 
that may faſten a. blame on our 
Miniſters; when there is the leaſt 
_ | ſhew of neglect on their parts; 
1 wiſh we da be. {zoſible of 
and reform this Steat one Fe out 
E-. OWN. _ 
C. But Wit think you 4 
l the Homilies Are 2 they 
very uſeful, and fit to be read 
* Churches, inſtead of ſo 
much other Preaching > For 
8 | ; my 
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 conceming Preaching. 59 | 


my part I ſhould like thar. 
A. The Homilies contain very 
good, pious, and wholſom Inſtru- 
tions and Doctrines; and in due 
place and time may be uſed 


ith great profit and advantage. 


But I ſuppoſe you do not pre- 
tend to have them in to exclude 


all other Preaching; For that 


would. render the abilities of 
earned Miniſters. (as to this part 


of their Office) uſeleſs. There 


are many Occaſions which thoſa 
Diſcourſes make no proviſion 


or; and by ſuch a practice tge 
. le in all likelyhood would 
be very much diſcontented, if 
wo. inflamed, I ſuppoſe there- - 


fore you mean not chat rhe Ho- 
milies ſhould thruſt out all o- 


| . Preaching, but that in ſome. 


H4 Places, 
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: 3 1551 times, they might be 


2 ws 
profitably uſed. 


. No, I . it would: by 
well if they were generally en- 


join d; and ſuch others added to 


= dan as ſhould be thought ſea: 
ſonable, and fit. 


A. ] have as great a reverence 


for that Book as you, . and as 


great'a Senſe of ag inconveni- 


ences that ariſe from the defects 
| of many Preachers. But we 


muſt not always judge of things, 


as they are. nakedly in their na- 


tures, but circumſtances muſt 


be weigh d. Public Goyer- 
nours are not only to conſider 


the goodneſs, bur expeatency ; 
and za acference to a due judg- 


ment in that, many extrinſecal 
1 14 matters are to be taken into the 


to E00 n 00 . 
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account. Now as our caſe is 


ve have (bleſſed be God) plen- 


ty of learn d and moſt 2 5 


Preachers (as many I believe as 
any Age or Nation ever had) 
Thoſe have beſtowed much 

time, pains, and coſt for the fur- 
niſhing themſelves wich abili- 
ties for the Pulpit ; and after all, 


tw ſuppreſs their excellent, and 9 


uſeful labours, and to ſet them 
upon the ſame level with thoſe 
that can but read, would be a 
great diſcouragement to them, 


and loſs to the Church: it would 


diſnearten and divert young 
Students in the Univerſities, be a 


| great damp upon learning. and 
in all likely hood, deſtroy the 


glory of hoſe venerable Foun-. 


rains of Picty and- Literature: 
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Beſides N th onde you 
know are ſo prejudiced, that it 
would poſſeſs them with rage 


againſt their Governours, and 


- contempt of their Miniſters, fil 
the Conventicles, . and tis to be 
fear'd, make our breaches and 


diviſions incurable. - So that 
_ ceftainly you are not in carncſt 
in this, or if you are, J ſuppoſe 


there are but very ſew of your 
mind I have heard ſome calk 


indeed that they thought it 
might do well, if only ſome 
̃ fect Men in every Dioceſs 
land thoſe to be - ſeated in the 


moſt eminent places) ſhould 


| be allow'd to Preach ;; and the 
fame: 8 to make every 
Vear ſo many Sermons to be de. 
liver d to che Biſhop, as in the 


- whole 
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-whole ſhould come to fifty two: 


belides ſome for the Anniverſary 
Days; that a Volume of x boſe 
Sermons ſhould be printed 


Yearly. That each Miniſter Of. 


hoſe not Licenſed to Preach 


their own, ſhould have a Copy, 
and no more be printed than 
would ſuffice for them: That 
they ſhould read, or recite one 
of — by heart, every Sunday, 
all they ſhould arrive to ſuch 
Age and Ability, as to be 
thought fit to be intruſted with 
the inſtru&ing the People with 
their own Sermons. « What 
this would do, and how practi- 
cable it is, I ſhall not pretend 
to determine: It looks I con⸗ 
es plauſibly enough. bur I 
am no propaſer: of new projects 
dne — 
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ttteſe matters muſt be left to our 
- Govycrnours; and I' mention 


this only by the by. 
32 * are reſolv 4 to have 
your own opinion in all things 


| we have talked on; and you al 


4 > 
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for me. Bur notwithſtanding all 
you have ſaid, I ſhall not be | per- 


fuadedto have fo good an opini. 


on of Preaching, as you ſeem to 


have, till T have reaſon to think 
that the Preachers believe their 


own Doctrines. 
A. By that you ſcem to inti- 


mate that you think they do 


not: A very hard er, that 


ſhould not be entertain d light- 
ty. What any Man ae 
we cannot tell, but by his pro- 
feſſions: and the Clergy make 


zealous and carneſt profeſſi oy | 
ä off 


uncharitableneſs to judge other- 


wiſe of them, except upon clear 
evidence. Charity thinketh no evil, 
it makes the beſt and moſt can 
did interpretations of things, Ml 
that are capable of wrong con- ll 
ſtruction : But to judg and ſfur- MM 
miſe evil where there is no ap-. Ml 
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of the ' Chriſtian truths; and 
therefore tis great injuſtice, and 
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pearance of it, this is to exerciſe. i 


a Lawleſs and Brutith force 
upon the names of Men, and ii 
to rejoyce in iniquity, as the 

Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 1. 13. 
No ones reputation can be 
ſafe from any aſperſion, i[ Men 
may take this lewd liberty of Mf 
faſtening the worſt they can 
phancy on them; ſo that except . 
your can make out what you-ſay 

Al —_— 
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= Seb 1 x am *. you deat) 
you manifeſtly incurr the guilt 
bl being an accuſer: of the Bre- 
chren. To aſperſe any private 
Cͤhriſtian in this manner, is a 
great Sin; How much more is 
nm ſo to ſlander an whole Order 
of publick Perſons, that bear a 
| Sacred Character. For you do 
not only injure them in their 
= Perſons, but miſchief others by 
tit, whom by ſuch ha. 
you prejudice againſt them, and 
fo. 40 hinder the good that other- 
wiſe they Sow 6 by their La- 
bours: On which account the 
1 Reputation of Miniſters is and 
ougght to be dear to thoſe that 
are truly Honeſt and Conſcien- 
tious: and where Men love to 
| police and to find faults with 


3 


they haye ſome corrupt byas 
that ſways them in thoſe Cen- 
F fures 


| Hare none. "the by their fruits - ff 
ye ſhall Gow f Benn: Their Acti- 


mons, and are too plain Indica- 


\ _— 4 * * "" - 


they give their own Doctrines 1 
and Inſtructions. | 


that 1 Weald: Patronize any 
There are too many in all ſorts, 


and where they arc in thoſe of | | 
the ſacred Function they are 


| 5 are — to che follies 


concerning g Preaching. 'S — 5 
Miniſters; tis a plain caſe thar - 


«Co For my pa "y uni God 


ons preach contrary to their Ser- 


tions of the little ſerious Credit 


A. I hope y ou do not b = 


Mens: Vices or Miſcarriages:: 2 


worſt ; among whom I cannot 
deny but «as are ill practices; 
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. and paſſions of other Men. But 
- then I muſt tell you too, that 
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generally are glad of any fail- 


them for their Function, more 
on che esel and the 
have plunder d the Church, and 


ned and made vile. For pray 


conſider how many Enemies 


hey have on all ſides, that watch 


for their haltings, and arc ready 


* 


mph in any opportunity 
to expoſe them. Many hate 


for their Conformity: The Ro- 


Sects on the other; Thoſe that 


thoſe that deſire to do it; thoſe 
that have devour d, and thoſe 
that take lickeriſh notice that 

they have a morſel left. Thefe 


ung in a conforming ä 
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they he at catch for fuch, 4 
when they have got a ſtory, theß 
blow it about with wondrous 
diligence: So that where there 
s a ſmall miſcarriage they will 
aggravate it, till they have made 
it a great wickedneſs; and 
when tis an heinous offence ; 
they will impute it to the whole 


Order. And which is worſe, 


there are many wicked lewd 
ſlanderers ready to aſperſe the 


that make it their buſineſs in 


their debauches to contrive igno- 


minious Tales of Clergy- men, 
which their Enemies arè willing 


to believe, or at lcaſt to propa- 
gate, though they do not. 
| Wherefore. „ theſe, 


and ſ uch * * aPPy circums- 
2 
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70 Th EY (64 Dialog we. 
| ſtances, tis no wonder if the . 
ſent — ſuffer mach an . 
S games on this core. 
1 . But what then, are: al 
1 1 things We heard of lewd and 
 debauchdiClergy-men falſe, do 
you think? and are there not 
many ſuch vil Perſons in Holy 
3 Orders? 
_—_ 297 tell! you Tae ge, 
on and à ment that there are ſo 
wan unworthy. Perſons crept 
ni among the Clergy? and I 
wich with all my Soul there 
could be a remedy found for 
it. But will you conſider how 
| | moſt: of thrill yer 3 2; YOU know 


S moſt of. the Livings of England 
1 are in 7 atronage, a and you 


| bei gnorant What un- 
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ly taken in the diſpoſal of Bo 
what Hands, Contracts and 
Terms are +. required, hich 
Hone , Worthy and Ingenious 
Men. will not comply with, but 
thoſe of no Wor or .Conſel- 5 
ence accepft They bring their 


y | Preſentations, to the Bilbopss WW 
and are able to give an-account - 


of their Learning, as far as the 
Law requires (which, I have 
heard is much leſs than will ren · 


der a Man able and ſufficient | 


according to the expectation of 
our Days) They bring us alſo a 
formal Teſtimonial from thoſe 
that likely know little of them, 
and the Biſhop knows nothing 


at all of what they are, leſs of : 4 


what they are; like to prove 


| Tye: _ fo. valid 1 =_ 
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tion moe Induction cannot whe 
denied by the Law. They get 
into a cute, and misbehàve 
| themſelves im it; and then the 
F blame fhall lie on the Biſhop, 
and the diſgrace ſpread upon 
= whole ergy And ge- 
nerally I obſerve Wear thoſe who. 
ſo acüdy, and diſhoneſtiy 
diſpoſe of the livings in their 
- gife, and by ſo doing fill the 
Church with. unworthy. and 
incompetent Perſons, are the 
ſame that clamour about the ill 
lives of the Ckrgy, moſt. 
C. Bur ſhould- not cheſe abu · 
ies be rectiſies?ꝰ 
A. I think ene be Laws 
may be wanted to 40 this: and 
let me tell yeu, thoſe that com- 
* . gk conttibute to the 
= 8 * 
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a; concerning Pꝛeaching 1 1 
We of. che miſcarriages | 

C. How ſo? 7 

A. By complaining. white; 3 Mm 
and as they ought: Asto inform - Ml 
the Biſhop. whem they under- il 
ſtand. of any Simoniacal con- 
tracts; to — Foy Miniſter his Mt 
fault when they know him pec- 


1 cant and if after that he perſiſt 
1 his vice, to make publick 


complaint to the Didcelan, that 
1 bis reformation, may be at- 1 
tempted by the Cenſures of the Ml 
1 | echurch; or chat upon his con- Bf 
tumacious per ſiſtence, he may 
be caſt out. If this eourſe was 
fachfully taken, the evils would 
be in great part cured . But the 
miſery on't is, many that cla- 
mor do not deſire that, but _ 
rather * Bd. of n 
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and therefore they complain for 
miſchief, not for remed. 
el may be fo with ſome, 
but I. aſſure you tis not fo with 


me But Lihink now we have 
talkt enough of this ſubject. 
A. Ithink ſo too; ml tis «line 


| alt ' 


£1 for me to be going homewards, | 


D Pray let me ſay 'fomewhiat 
toiyoutfirſts* | © | 43, 21.494 


wonder yon haue been 
14 Henk ſo long, live i iỹt? 
D. Is it! It is to tell you tha 
you have boen very Pier in 


your Cenſures of thoſe: Godly 


i Miniſters, whoſe * Conſciences 
will not give them leave to con 
form. And after all you have, 
or can ſay; I muſt ell you they 
12 are "OD * Preachers, and 


"Ra l 
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5 | prevail ſo much, not for I KE W I 
or not what phancies of yours! Put ⁵⁶ 
becauſe they Preach C. big, Arnd 
e, ¶ cry down Sin, which \ very few of 
th you National Preachers d 
ve A. I did not cd nhider that) you = 
ere ſo hear, "Uſe *Pertiaps'T 
ne might have dealt more gently 
* e Friends. In What I 
at have faid 1 have ſpoke plainly a 
Ichought, and as I doubt not, 
the matter clearly is, as all un- 
derſtanding unprejudiced Men, 
who have been acquainted with 
their ways, may ſec; fo that you 1 
do me wrong to accuſe me f 
bitterneſs, as if Thad aggravated 
things beyond the juſt 'and due 
repreſentation of them, which T 
aſſure you was all I intended. 
"The — are — indeed 1 to 
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' move. ho affections. 1 no- 
rance and En ul ſm, Pride. 
1 and Faction have in 
begot: Thoſe they ſtir by the ſtr 
"Ling ways by. which they were 
produced; they are powerful 
on the 72 of the ſenſleſs 
inconſſdering vulgar; which are 
mightily an y. bluſter- 
ing and noiſe, as the Waters are 
by a Storm, when, as ſoon as the 
violence is over, they are ſtill as 
© before: But I do not find that 
they: generally. move the in- pr. 
telligent and Judicious, - other- 
Wiſe, Wan to beget in them 
corn of their egregious follies, 
and pitty of their fond ad 
mier. ff be ry 
But they. 1 Ds Cbrif 
vou . e others you _—_ 
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| | concerning + Giedrhing. 77 8 | 
do not: and tis true they have 


the name of Chriſt almoſt ever 


in their mouths, and talk as Men 


tranſported -with the beauties 


and excellencies of the Lord 


Jeſus + This others do not fo 
much, and therefore Preach not 
Chriſt, you phancy; by which 
you ſhew- how little you under- 
ſtand what you fay, notwith- 
ſtanding you live under their 
powerful Preaching. For to 


Preach Chriſt is to declare and 


refs his Doctrines, Laws, Ex- 
i and Sanctions, Which 1 
am ſure our Miniſters (thoſe f 
them I hear) conſtantly and 
arneſtly do: and not to doat 
upon, and to be always imper- 
inenely and fulſomly repeating 
of his name. I cannot pike g 
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indeed but that your Men alfof. 
profeſs his Doctrines and Laws, 
but yet tis the opinion of ſome ik 
that many of thoſe Preacher 


4 g , —_— 
* 


1 concerning Pꝛeaching. 79 
o] O but they Preach down * . 
Sj Hou tell us; gies that's power- 


neu Preaching, and by that they 
erg affect the Hearts and Conſciences 


eir 


in in the general, with a g great 
what a vile and odicus thing Sin 


wt ſay with ſo: much Senſe and 
udgment) but then, they ſel- 
om deſcend to particulars, ex- 
epr in declaiming againſt tlie 


ppoſite judgment to them, to 
e guilty of: So that their com- 
Fon places of invective, are 
, Will-worſvip, Superſli ition, 


of their Hearers. And tis true 
thoſe Teachers cry out againſt 


dal of carneſtneſs, declaring 


with wondrous zeal a; can- 


voted Sins of others; ah ſach as 
hey take their Governours in 
Ruch and State, and thoſe of 


4 12 Humane 
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| er 5 te ions, Fenin 
Perſecution, hatred of the G00 
and ſuch like (things of which 
themſelves are as guilty as an 
ſort of Men in the World, thoug 
they think not ſo). - But for a0 
Sins with which they are gene 
rally, and plainly. chargeabl 
(thoſe I mention d before) Meſſi 
lice, Deceit, Diſobedience, Pride ; 
'Covetouſneſs, Backbiting, Rebel), 
on, Schiſm,  Sacrilege and othafh 
ſuch, we ſeldom hear them defy 


= . againſt thoſe.. I do nof p 


remember that in Ten Years, ir 
_ which | was capable of obſcrfyD 
ving in the late times, that I cvcſor 
heard one Sermon from any :0fpi 
+ _” upon eat of thoſe ſal ful 
4 BD 


'\ 
I 


'D. You | may talk what yo 
_ Pp 


- * . 1 
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Jolcaſe, but for my part, I chall 1 
hear thoſe Men, becauſe I- find 
1 profit by them, and. Iodine: 1 

| Dy your Pariſh Miniſter. = 

A. That is the e 1 _ 

Ytcace for leaving our Churches; 

Ihen People have nothing elſe 
Jo ay. Pray therefore; let you 3 ; 
nd | debate this matter a little. x 
hos don't profit by our 0wn Miniſter : —— 
Trou do by thoſe: other Teachers. Wl 

to the oft, let me ask you; 9 

Irhoſe fault is it that you do not 
profit? Doth not our Miniſter 2 
Preach che great Truths, and Oo 


Duties of the: Chriſtian Relig * 
von 2 Don't you obſerve a we 
picks out = moſt. ſutable, uſe: 
ub ful and awakening Subjects? 
Poth he not repreſent the Do- 


50 trines with plainneſs and di - 
aſl: "EF | Rinfineſs, 
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a 92 = abs 4 Dialogue 
=_ Rin&neſ? Doth he not pre 
the duties with carneftneſs and 


bon, becauſe he conforms, and 


ei; — 
b 
1 * 


, * * ö 
a 


— 


affection, doth he not lay down 
the great motives and encou- 
ragements, and give us the true 
practicable directions to guide 
us in the performance ? (You 
have heard him often) what 
YG: ++ you, can yo deny: any of 


5 D. 1 have no great fault 1 
. to find with the Man' 
Prcaching, but yet methia 
am not 10 much affected with] i 
nor can I profit by it. 

A It ſeems ah ls not profit, 
but you ce tell why; _ 
- fore give me e leaye to tell y 

the reaſon. Firſt, you ih 1 


kindneſs for the Miniſter's Per 


r ß / erin ooh 
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it may be, is not in all things + 
the ſame opinion with the Men 
ng you admire. 

D. Now you mind me Or it, 
| muſt tell you he is not Orthodox, 
nor ſound in his judgment, and 
that I confeſs doth beget in me 
ſome r nnn 

A. Orthodox is a word by 
which your Men mean one of 
their own opinions; and of 
theſe they are very ford; and in 
doating on uncertain points that 


iti appertain not to the foundation, 


they ſhew themſelves very ſu- 
elde, and lay ground for 


eternal Schiſm, and even for - 


Scepticiſm, and Atheiſm it ſelf. 
For when diſputed | things arc 


[| ary, Chriſtian” — will 
1.4 Be 


er adhered to as certain and ne- 


= ” . 725 | Diebogue ” 
be deſtroyed, and all things at 


lt diſputed. 5 
But pray what do you male 


25 the meaſure of Orthodoxy? Are 


not the belief of and adherence 
to the Scriptures, the firſt Fa: 
thers and Councils, the old 


Crecds, and the Articles of the 


Church of England (which in the 
Doctrines your Men pretend to 


allow) are not theſe Wensb to 
intitle a Man Orthodox? and 


all theſe our Miniſter reacheth, 


and profeſſeth. 


eder bent bold fois 


Opinions that are contrary to 
thoſe grounds of Belict ? + 
A. I do not think he doth, 
and I dare ſay he thinks he doth 
not. In extra · eſſential matter 
che Pious and the Learned of all 
ſores 


Pg . / = F . CCG 


11 8 8 K 


and 1 
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1 , comeraing Preaching. 9 5 7 
ſorts have ever been of different 
judgments, . and are like ſo to 
continue to the Worlds end 1 
have in my time, converſt wü 

Men of all perſuaſions, and yet 

ſcarce ever met any two ( 19955 2 


of the ſame general way 


Communion, ) that were in 1 
things of the ſame mind: And 
. — if our Miniſter judgeth Fo 
other wiſe than you or I, or this 
or that Divine, in ſome out : 
points of Theology, it is but as 
every thinking, Man elſe doth: - 


and we that hear him conſtantly 


know, that he generally Preach- _ 
eth the great acknopledg d 
Truths, and neyer troubles 95 
hearers with private Opinions: 
But zcalouſly | and frequently = 
e thoſe that diſturb tbbe 
N IE World, 


W  werefo, that he had private Opi- 
moons, you and I need not be 


= 300 do not take your likin * 
= Aiſliking to be the ſtandard of 


bot. 


1 that were Erroneous, which was 
a one reaſon left his Miniſtry. 


36 e Dialigue 
| Word with their particular 
| Phancies, and declares continu- 
ally againſt medling in the Pul- 


pit with unneceſſary Controver- 
ies and Notions ; fo that if it 


concern d about them 
D. Well! but I have heard him 

Preach Doctrines I did not like. 

24 That may be: But J e 


Doctrines fit to be Preach d or 
D. Nay, 1 mean -Dodtricn > 


A. Erreneous | as you thought : 
you would have your judgment 
* pe the meaſure of truth and 

falhood [7 


— 
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falſnood- Do you not think _ 


D. I know I am fallible. 


many things _ + 


C pro be ſo. | 155 ic - 
A. And yet you ſtick to all 
your opinions with that ſtiffneſs 
as if you were infallible: and 
condemn every one for errone- 
ous that in the leaſt differs from Fe 
you. This let me tell you, is 
great pride and ty, and: | 
renders People very unteach-.- | 
able, when they will not re- - {| 
ceive or bear any: thing but 
what is juſt according to their 
own phancy, and preconceiyd 


opinion; nor be taught to un- 
derſtand any thing broke than 


11 do. alrcady „ 81 their «| 
d. 


, 


—— 


ö 1 


you: arc in ſome things miſtaken? . 


A. And do actually. err * 
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1 6 4 
3 Knowled ge was 3 id: 
their Minds had no need of in · 
formation; when as moſt com- 
= monly ſuch preſumptuous Per- 
ſons are very Ignorant, and the 
" Knowledge they pretend, is but 
| + a confuſed heap of vain Imagi- 
nations, which they pick d up by 
2 and have no Truth or 
Coherence in ig LED 
| 1 Every Man 1 dee 
A by the beſt Understanding he 
= ach, and ſo did 1, when I — * 
your Miniſter to Preach Erro 
E7 neous Doctrine 
A. And that you ſay Was one 
3 . of your withdraw ing 
: n him? FC 
D es. 1 
. But did POR ever 80 to 
= him 0 diſcourſe the matter 
1 With 


ww 
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© concerning Preaching. 89 "I 
with him? Perhaps you miſtook. 7 
| | his meaning; or it may be he 
might have made it appear that 
. | he was in the right, ** Jou in 
; the wrong 8B» a ted © 213-8) ; | 4 f 
t. I did not trouble, my. ſelf 9 
= 0 do 1 8 Jeg 271 1 = 
A. And; yet you withdrew _ 
7 from his Miniſtr upon it? uit! 

D. I did. n e ent obs 85 
A Then let me tell you, you 
did a very raſh, uncharitable, 
unchriſtian action. We are not, 
you know, to ſeparate from the 
|| converſation of any private Per- 
e fon till we have told him his 
fault between us and him, 
though the fault be plain and 
apparent: much leſs may we 
o || divide from the Church and our 
r — dil We dare e 9 
e | 
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7 


4 * wy + A — 8 
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much leſs may we do it when 


| the fault iis not evident, and 


providence; 


certain. It is no ſmall matter. 


the Guide chat God's 
and our Gover- 


to change tl 


nouxrs have ſet over us, and to 


tale ochers contrary 

under which we live; tis 2 
thing that before a Man doth i it 
be tons: conſider well, for 
boere is at leaſt the appe 
danger. "Tis ſomething to break 
Laus and diſturb Governours, 
and trouble Miniſters, _ 


Bffend 


Þ \grea 
Wichout being 15 reſolv d in 
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to the Laws .N 


araxce of 


private Chriſtians; 
ſomething, 1 ſay, which a Fines 
Conſcience would not do, with- 
t conſideration,” and 


and how 
then 


* neceſſi * of it 
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lying on your own underſtand- 


concernii z Preaching. pro 1 


then durſt you do it, upon a 
miſlike of your Miniſters Do- 


@rine, when you never did your 
ſelf or him that right, as to ſpeak 
with him about it? and to en- 
quire what latisfaction he could 


give you in it. This let me tell 
vou plainly; is an error greater 
chan any you can pretend in his 
Doctrines, it is 4 Sin that hath a 


Complication 'of many” others; 


Pride and Stomach, Self wil, Con- 
tempt of your betters, and cauſe- 


leſs Di fobedivnce to your Gover- 


nours. Tou have now choſen 


ways and teachers upon your 
own head, and if you happen to 


be miſtaken i in your choice (as ] 


much fear you are) this' confi: 
dent proceeding and bold re- 


ing, 4 
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1 Mager 


[ * 8, will render your. Lin and | 
* Folly, inexcuſable. r 
B. I. perceive you grow, an. 

4 gry-. Fare you well. 
te — 2 pray ſtay a little, 1 
nen angry as griev d 

Ways: and have. a 
5 quel — —— to ask you on oc. 
caſion of what you have told 
mes and that i, Whether you 

are to leave every Miniſter and 
Church, as ſoon as any thing is 
asi that is really Erroneous, in 
che leſſer wad, dene mat 


4 | ters 2 7 8 rh 2 / 


D. Should we not love the 


Truth and fly from Errors? 1 


xz think we oug ht to ſettle here 
| the greateſt purity is both ut in Do- 
| _ Erine and Worſhip. 


4. And GY cſc rerms we 


concerning,  Preachin 3. 9 . 
ſhall never ſettle any where 1 
all. For no Church pretends it 
ſelf to be infallible, but the Ro· 
man : and there are no particu- 
lar Men or Body of Men, but 
have their — dd Errors and 
Miſtakes. So that according to 
this way of proceeding .you | 
muſt have departed from the 
Preaching and Communion © 
of the Polieſt Men, and beſt 
Churches of the moſt ancient, 
yea and of all times. In man 
things we err, as well as Jeng | 
all. 
2 have chus i poken to v 
freely in this matter, I hope you 
will conſider it. But 1 have _ 

a little more to ſay of your not 
| profiting under our Miniſter: 
am Vet ſpeaking to, che 59 
e cauſe, 


ih 
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Dae ae 

rejudice againſt his 
Terſon, which in a manner you 
confeſs: Where this is, the Do · 
ctrine will not be heeded, be it 


What it will; and I have plainly 
obſervtd this effect in you, when 
T have ſeen you at Church ſome- 
times at Funeral Sermons, or o- 
I ther occafions. 
9. Wat have you "obſer 


& 


n Rolled” whe 
_Siough the Miniſter hath been 
ſpcaking of the greateſt matters, 


in the moſt pathetical and 
. 


way, yet you have 
d coldly, mnſenſibly, and 


: = ins rt upon it: wherc- 
em 


ember when che. Men 
you now follow, Preach” d in 
U lick, you uſed to _ wn 
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- very viſible and e ; 


attention to all, even the 


mean, impertinent, and ſome- | 
times ſenſleſs things they de- 
liver d; and to be very diligent 
in penning thoſe Sermons ; - 
when as theſc you manteſily 


ſlight by your carriage, even 


when they are full of che 
weightieſt , 
truths. And is not this to have 1 
the Faith of Chriſt with reſpect cf Þ} 
Perſons? And to come under 
St. Jude s Character of the Sepa- 
ratiſts of his time, who had 
Mens perſons in admiration? This 
s not to Miniſters for | 
their works — but to under- 
value and ſlig he their work for 
| theirs ; 4 nk a. Chriſtian 
— joytully hear - Chriſt's | 
Fr Truths |} 


and moſt uſeſul 
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3 Maude and — 2 . 
|  nately-imbrace: them for their 
booyvn ſake, and his. 
. This Ide il your: ob- 
ſervations, and fo I hope you 
have done wich me. 
A. No, I have more cauſes 
yet to thew' of your nor profitin 
3 oe our Miniſter :. you roll 
E he delivered Doctrincs 
3 that you did not 
like: He preſſetli the duties of 
| Peaceableneſs, 'Modefly of Fudg- 
ment, Candor, Subjection to Go- 
 vernors, Charity, 2 And re- 
proves the contrary vices, and 
theſe are very proper, and ſca- 
ſonable ſubjects for the needs of 
the 5 ge: But ſuch Doctrines 
you do not ike; r Party is 
| wont to call pron? _—_— 
an 


— 
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and neceſſary repreſentation of | 
| cheſe matters, railing, and re- 
flecting on the Godly. So that 
thoſe duties, and their contrary 
Sins muſt not be touch d leſt you 
wound the good People. No; 
Preach up the comfortable 
Doctrines of God's ſeeing no fin 
in his choſen, Salvation by Faith 
without Works, and the Righteouſ- 
|| 7eſs of Chriſt covering our Sins (in 
the Antinomian Senſe): Liberty of 
Saints, the wants of Regenerati- 
on tliat comprehend i the Party; | 
and cxclude all elſe: the abomi- _ 
nations of the Wicked, that are 
for the Common Prayer, and 
; | Biſhops-. O theſe: are edify ing, 
, | Souk-refreſhing Doctrines, theſe 
|| you. like, - becauſe they flatter {| 
Eo „ 


ot 4 ar 
you in yotir ways: Tho that 


Hearts, and your Purſes; when 
_ . as fach as Preach» the - ſound, 


_ ſearching Doctrine, you cannot 


I 3 you —ç _— Per- 
| ons, are prejudiced againft 
cheir Preaching, and be it neyer 
ſo powerful and 
eus 3 my | 
pou vil vat. 

cdl your phanc 


1 it, becauſe 
17 
| ing Dy 
your own Preachers, and nor by 
ours. But xt a Man ſhould ask 


; 


gion you are better inſtructed, 


1 what duties you are excited to, 
= and directed in, that you could 


not learn from our Minifters; 
5 1 W N you: would be able to 


giyc 


Preach thus, ſhall have your 
Company, your Ears, your 


ofttable, you 


vou in what Principles of Reli- | 


concerning. Paeaching. 2 
give but a ſlender account of 
your profiting i inthoſe things, in 
which the true . proficiency of a 
Chriſtian doth conſiſt. But your. 
profiting is your being gratified, 
pleaſed, and incouraged in the 
way of oppoſition, and ſepara 
tion you are in. 
D. I cannot endure to hear 


your wicked and propbane di. 
courſe, and therefore once more. 
fare you well. . - 
A. I know every thing is pro: 1 
ph: Jane in your account that doth | 
not favour your Phantaſticaband 
- | Schiſmatical ways If you are 
angry/ at, my honeſt freedom 
muſt bear it as well as Ican, and 
| ſo, Your Servant. e 
E. Hel, do Jour errand to 
4 the Brotherhood, and publiſh 
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# Man. 
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, | 


you a for a very carnal wicked 


A. That 8 their ahi way of 


| | an ſwering when they are round- 
ly 2 and of reforming 


when they are ſeriouſly re — 


J value che favour of any Wiſe 


and Good Man, but for cheir 
_ heed) it not. | 

E. He ſ peil ein againſ 
our Miniſters, when he is in 


® company where he can talk at 
1 tion of chem is tharehcy Preach 


His common - -Accuſa- 


* I; is fir ks he trad Phil 


moſt 


che Goſpel ſhould live 
by it. And Tele | Juſtice and 
Piety of our Anceſtors have 

mac ſome” proviſion for them 
m moſt places, fertled by our 
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moſt Fundamental Laws; and 


what chey have out of any Man's 
Eſtate on that account, is as 


much theirs, as the remaining 
part is his. Here is the miſtake 
of Men that talk thus, They 


reckon that all they poſleſs 1s 
their own, in which 


own when their debts are paid ; 
when they have paid to God 
the things that are Gods, and to 
Ceſar the things that are Cæ ſar s; 


what the Laws have ordained to 
be paid out of their Eſtates to 


others, is their property, and no 


| Man can be called an hireling 


for taking what is his own: 


Nor can Miniſters be any more 
juſtly called ſo for receiving the 
maintenance the ancient Laws 
8 and 


%, 


| 
4 
i 


ch account _ 
they are much out: all is their 


| 
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** eee ko allowed 
them, than Kings for taking 


Taxes, and other Pay ments from 


their Subjects. 
E Miniſters hive: ar to 


| with ſuch People: and many] 


that in words pretend they 
lovè the Church are as troublc- 


ſome as thoſe. Such as. neglect 


the publick worthip, and never 
come to it but when they have 


nothing elſe to do; now and 


then you ſhall ſee them drop 
into the Church by chance, but 
in their very coming in they 
ſhew how little concerned they 
are, and their whole carriage 
alter declares their careleſmeſs; 


_ andiindifferency to thoſe things. 
So that if che Miniſter particu- 


lady court and careſs them 
with: 
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ed without taking notice of their 
ng indevotion, and other Sins, 
m he may chance to have their 
I good word a lade. while: but 
to A he do not ſo, they be ready 
ny on all occaſions, and without 


ey any, to carp at him; if he omits = 


le · N any of the leaſt circumſtances 
& of his duty (or they phancy fo) 
er Nhe (hall be ſure to hear of their 
ve railing: and backbiting of him; 
nd hen as the moſt conſtant, th 
op borious, and worthy diligence 
ut in the work of his Miniſtry, and 
ey the moſt laudable performance 
Y fof all Offices publick and private, 
e ſpall not gain him any jot of 
o Iintereſt or favour with them, 
Ss nor as much as their good 
. vord. The ground of Er bo 
m 8 becauſe the „ he ik 
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niſters to en are not at all 


valued, and have no hold upon) 


their affections. Ti 
A. Perhaps they ma) like to 


N him Preach a little, while 


he is new among them: but 


when he hath reſided any time, 
be grows ſtale, and cannot af. 


fect them with his Preaching, 


5 though conſtant exerciſe hath 
never ſo much TN him in 
that faculty. 


E. And 'tis axcdir. Accu 


| ragement to learned and able 


Miniſters that after all their 


teaching, People have ſo little 


Senſe na Underſtanding of Di- 


vine matters, as to be moſt of 
all taken with the weakeſt, and 
moſt trifling of thoſe Men, that 
. and then * to * 

| 1 
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treamly 
tors — to be pleaſed with : 


their room · I have heard ſome 
of them ſay that they are ex- 
glad when their Audi- 


any true and ſubſtantial Preach- 
er; but to hear of their admiring 
and applauding thoſe that cM 
and other judicious Men, were 
alham'd to bear; this ſhews + 
their little proficiency, and can- 
not but be matter of trouble to 
their Miniſters. | 
A. And no doubt i it is "WM not E 
out ot enyy torhoſe poor re- 
tailers of ſmall wares; bur of - - | 
pitty to their follies, and the 
Peoples want of underſtanding... 
and judgment; it would trouble 
any Man to ſee that he hath ſo 
far "oſt his labour, in all his dili- 
gent endcayours o inſtruct 
| a X 31. 


them; 3 25 l | 


F them; to find that they generally 
feel not any thing of ſubſtantial, 
practical, awakening truth, but 
will {it ſtupid, and dead under 
ſuch; when they are pleaſed, and 
tranſported with weak, affected, 
ſuperficial ſtuff, that hath no 
ST Scnfc, Underſtanding, or Life in 
it. But it grows late we may 
have ſome other opportunity to 
diiſcourſe theſe matters 
Ei. Pray before we part let me 
have a word or two more with 
you. Jou have been aſſerting and 
commending Plain Preaching, and 
you feem to make Plainneſs the 
general Character of all good 
Sermons: But will not this diſ- 
oblige the Miniſters from taking 
paoins about them? would it not 
expoſe their Preaching to the diſ- 
r RIERSE:t. 
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reſpect, if not contempt of Us 
people? Willthey not think they 
can Preach themſelves, H it be ſo 
plain a buſineſs? And will not 
the Miniſterial office be hereby 
render d liable to be uſurp'd by 
eyery one that judgeth 1 
abilities for plain inſtruction? 
A. 1 perceive you have not 
taken ſufficient notice of what 
has been ſaid in deſcribing plain 
Preaching ; Ido not mean by it, 
what is flight and vulgar, what 
is unthought, un 'd; but 
what is unſtrain d, unaffected; 
2 is manly, and ſolid; and 


k requires Learning 
5 th ny 
ties. This ſhould be the end of 


a wiſe Man's pains to conceiye 


things clearly, and to expreſs 


them | 


e has 


and improved facul- 
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them dach It asks much 
Es of parts and abilities to talk 
myſtically in phraſes, and hard 
words, and terms of art (which 
many admire, becauſe they do 
not underſtand): than it-doth to 
12 properly , and intelli- 
Sibly; which, though it may 


indeed it requires moſt labour, 
and tis maſtery to have 
this ability. A Man x not 
ſhew his Wit or Learning, by 
rolling in Metaphors, — x —4 


tering his Sentences of Greck 
and Latin, by abounding in 
hig h expreſſions, and talking 3 


in the Clouds, but he is then 
FE when his learning has 
clear d * Unc 
| furnils'd it with full and Tong 


ap erke 
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ſeem very caſie to be done, yet 
gain'd- 


erſtanding, and 
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apprehenſions of things; when 
it enables him to make hard 


things plain; and conceptions, 


that were confuſed, diflint, and 


orderly ; and he fhews his learn- 


ing by ſpeaking good ſtrong and 


plain Senſe. So that you ſee 
there is no fear of making 
Learning. unneceſſary to good 


Preaching; there is no fear of 
excuſing Miniſters from taking 


pains; there is no féar of ex- 
poſing the office by the plainneſs 


J have commended: and for _ 
your objection that this will lay 

it open to intruſions, beſides the 
anſwer contain d in what I hay e 
ſaid already, I ſay further, 
that the Miniſters function is, 


bleſſed be God, ſecured from ſuch 


invaſions by the diſcipline, order, 


and 


— 


2 


— 
— 


ö 


/ Þ 


png Dis „„ 
"a government of the Church 


1 8 to the primitive Apo- 


ſtolical pattern and rules and not 
by the Clergies having the only | 


bilities to inſtruct; I doubt not 
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but there are many pious and 
3 Laymen, whoſe parts 
and know ledg would enable them 
for publick teaching: but they 
have no Authorit ei ſo to do; and 
e twould be a great ſin, 
and folly for them to attempt ic. 
Every Mai, may not do every 
thing that he can; there is a poli. 
tick as well as natural: ca pacity; 
the Laws of Government are to 
be conſider and obſerv d, and 
according to them, the abilities 
of Men +> mien to be! 1 


. reſtrain d 


wa” 
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1 || chat matter, but your plain Pre 
chers do not take ſo much pains © 
t as exact Preaching would require, 
„ | for I underſtand chat ſome of _ 
t them Preach Extenpore. A 
d A I know: indeed ſole ge - 4 
8 Preach without writing; but their 
n 
* 
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Preaching is not therefore Ex- 
tempore; Extemporè is um bought, 
not anwritten: and theſe do hot 
vent unconſider d, unpremedi- 
t. [tated inſtructions. No, thoſe I: 
y I plead for prepare themſelves b 
. [previous ſtudies of the Sciences, 
fand Divinity; after which with 
o [much anxiety and thoughtfulneſs 
they ſettle clear, and coherent con-: 
ceptions im their trinds, of the 
5 Chriſtian Doctrines, encourage BE 3 A 
ments, and rules of Life ; they 
0 have erereiſed dame long n 
„ "= Wl * Jaborious © | 
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ol ready, and caſic 1 Wi 
they frame the Scheme: q = ger 2 
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ty intheir minds $; yea t ey 
rain of the whole —— - 


* themſelves not the get Of 
ming z all into ſet 
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